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WELL BLOW 
ME DOWN! 

The scoop on Bruce's stoop 


Ratner to pony-up rent 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Bruce Ratner is paying the rent. 

Answering criticism from fair-housing 
advocates, the Atlantic Yards developer 
says his company is guaranteeing to pay 
the difference between the current rent of 
soon-to-be-evicted tenants within the 
footprint of his development and the rent 
for “a comparable unit,” until the tenants 
are relocated into a Yards building. 

Initially, Ratner only promised to pay 
the rent for three years — but many wor- 
ried that tenants would get burned if con- 
struction of Atlantic Yards dragged on 
beyond that time frame. 


Of course, if Ratner never builds At- 
lantic Yards, all bets are off, according to 
the new deal, which is contained in the 
state’s final environmental impact state- 
ment certified last week. 

The estimated 55 renters, of course, 
must still pay their base rent, lest they be 
considered in breach of contract and 
ruled no longer eligible for Ratner’s pay- 

One housing advocate cautiously com- 
mended the developer this week. 

“It sounds like an improvement if ten- 
ants can have confidence that they can 
have their rent paid until they are moved 
into a new unit,” said Brad Lander, exec- 
utive director of the Pratt Center for 


Community Development. “But there is 
still insecurity for the tenants if the proj- 
ect falls apart.” 

It’s more than insecurity, said George 
Locker, an attorney for 13 rent-stabilized 
tenants in the 22-acre Atlantic Yards foot- 
print. 

“If this project isn’t built, these people 
will lose their homes and get nothing in 
return,” he said. The agreement still vio- 
lates state [relocation] law. This is not 
state law, this is Ratner law.” 

Forest City Ratner Vice President Jim 
Stuckey declined a chance to comment 
when approached by The Brooklyn Pa- 
pers at a Ratner-sponsored tree-lighting 
this week. 


Ad-nauseum! 

New document reveals Yards' mega-billboards 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 


The Atlantic Yards project is a threat 
to one of America’s national treasures 
— Brooklyn’s brownstone blocks — 
two preservation groups charged this 
week, citing new state renderings that 
show 15-story illuminated advertising 
billboards on either side of the devel- 
opment’s main building. 

The National Trust for Historic Preser- 
vation and the group Scenic America both 
said that the 16-tower arena, residential 
and office space project would over- 
whelm the brownstone blocks in neighbor- 
ing Prospect Heights, Fort Greene and 
BoerumHill. 

And Scenic America raised a new issue: 
Two 150-foot-tall illuminated billboards on 
either side of the “Urban Room” atrium at 
the intersection of Flatbush and Atlantic 
avenues would constantly bathe “Brook- 
lyn’s famed brownstones ... in the light 
from 15-story beer ads,” said Kevin Fry, 
the group’s president. 

The billboards only came to light last 
week, as part of the state’s hurriedly pre- 


llluminated signs on the Miss Brooklyn tower would be 1 50-feet tall. City zon- 
ing that forbids signs that big is being superceded by the state. 


pared final environmental impact state- 
ment for the $4.2-bilhon project (see ren- 
dering left). 

Such billboards are illegal under New 
York City zoning — but that law is one of 
many local codes being superceded by the 
state in its approval of Atlantic Yards. 

“Times Square should not be exported 
to Brooklyn,” Fry said at a press confer- 
ence this week on low-rise Fort Greene 
Place, just two blocks from where the 620- 
foot “Miss Brooklyn” tower would rise. 

Atlantic Yards developer Bruce Ratner 
has said that light from the signs would 
only be turned up to maximum settings 
on game nights — but Fry retorted that 
the Atlantic Yards approval process gave 
him little reason to believe Ratner could 
be reigned in. 

See BIG SIGNS on page 14 


SHELLY’S 

UNIVERSE 


With the Atlantic Yards project near- 
ing state approval, Sheldon Silver is 
very popular. See who's in his orbit. 
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Donating to state pols pays off 


By Paul Koepp 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Carroll Gardens Assembly- 
woman Joan Millman and Bay 
Ridge state Sen. Marty Golden 
have repeatedly given state grant 
money to groups and organiza- 
tions whose leaders have made 
contributions to their campaigns, 
a Brooklyn Papers investigation 
has revealed. 

Like all of their legislative col- 
leagues, Millman and Golden con- 
trol thousands of dollars in grant 
money, often called “member 
items,” that they steer to local organ- 
izations with little oversight. 


But as a result of a lawsuit by the 
Albany Times-Union, the state leg- 
islature was recently forced to re- 
veal all of the recipients of such 
grants — and the name of the mem- 
bers who funneled the money. 

While members often brag in 
press releases about their role in se- 
curing some grants, a complete list 
has, until now, been secret. 

Critics have called the legisla- 
ture’s $170-million member-item 
pool a “slush fund” because of the 
lack of oversight. 

In the case of Millman and Gold- 
en, a review of the just-released 
state documents alongside their 
campaign finance records revealed 
many civic leaders whose personal 


campaign contributions were more 
than matched by the subsequent 
grant of state money to their organi- 
zations. 

In Golden’s case, he has sent 
$140,000 in taxpayer grants to 
HeartShare Human Services, which 
is headed by Bensonhurst bigshot 
William Guarinello. 

Guarinello, who is also chair of 
Community Board 11, and his fam- 
ily have given Golden more than 
$17,000 in campaign donations 
since February 2002. 

“Obviously, we don’t think it’s 
quid pro quo,” said HeartShare 
spokeswoman Tricia Fleming. 

Golden steered $370,000 to Agu- 
dath Israel for youth and senior pro- 


grams. Over the years, the senator 
has received $2,500 in campaign 
contributions from the agency’s vice 
president Avrohom Schonberger and 
treasurer Leon Goldenberg, state 
records show. 

Millman deals in much smaller 
grant, but doles them out to more 
contributors, records show. For ex- 
ample: 

• Prospect Park Alliance Presi- 
dent Tupper Thomas has given 
$475 to various Millman campaigns 
— plus hundreds more to other 
elected officials. 

This year, Thomas received 
$18,000 in grants from various As- 
semblymembers, including those on 
her contribution list. 


Thomas, a Park Slope resident, 
also gave $250 to state Sen. Marty 
Golden (R-Bay Ridge) — and this 
year, her organization received a 
$5,000 grant from him. 

Thomas said her contributions to 
the pols had anything to do with 
their contributions to the group she 

“I give to people if they represent 
me personally,” she said. “These are 
good representatives who support 
wonderful programs for the commu- 
nity, and I don’t think that has any- 
thing at all to do with contributions.” 

• Matthew Pintchik of the Park 
Slope Volunteer Ambulance Corps 
gave $1,000 to one of Millman’s 
campaigns — and the corps later 


got a $2,000 grant from the assem- 
blywoman. 

• Sandy Balboza of the Atlantic 
Avenue Betterment Association, do- 
nated $400 to Millman over six 
years. This year, her group received 
$2,000 to produce shopping guides. 

Balboza said her relatively small 
donations to Millman had nothing 
to do with the grants her group gets 
from Millman. 

“I’m a citizen and I support peo- 
ple running for office who address 
our issues,” she said. “And that’s 
personal. What we do with that 
money is make the community bet- 
ter. That’s economic development.” 

Balboza added that grant money 
See MILLMAN on page 14 
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Joan Millman 



A Chrismukkah scandal! 


O K, THIS MAY 
seem like a com- 
pletely gratuitous 
column about my new 
book, but it is actually a 
story about how intoler- 
ant a neighborhood fa- 
iusly liberal Park Slope 


Park Slope rallies against my new tome 


n be. 
As 1 


f le 


monde knows, 
the cover of my 
book, “Chris- 
mukkah: The 

Official Guide to 
the World’s Most- 
Beloved Holi- 
day,” features a 
statuette of Santa 
Claus wearing a 
belt adorned with a 
gold Jewish star 


and hair featuring Hasidic- 
style side curls (in white, to 
match his beard, of course). 

As far as I’m concerned, 
you can judge this 
book by its cover. 
To me, that Jew- 
ish-leaning Santa 
that 



Ctri**** Mt ' 


ANCLE 1 31 


week, when organizers of the 
Writers on the Rooftop series 
at the Prospect Park YMCA 
created a large poster to ad- 
vertise my reading on Dec. 4. 

The poster featured the 
“Santa of David” image, plus 
ABC News producer Buck 
Wolf’s promotional quotation 
from the back cover of the 
book: “What Tom Cruise and 
Madonna are doing for Sci- 


entology and Kab- 
balah is nothing 
compared to Gersh 
Kuntzman’s gospel 
of Chrismukkah. 
Oy to the world!” 
But when I 
showed up for the reading, 
the poster had been altered to 
remove our “Jewish” Santa 
and Wolf’s quotation. As a 
direct result (I am certain), 
the reading’s walk-in crowd 
was, how you say, poor. 

One of the organizers told 
me that the poster was cen- 
sored as a result of “com- 
plaints” by Y customers. 

I immediately called the 


YMCA (which stands for 
Young Men’s Chrismukkah 
Association, doesn’t it?), but 
Executive Director Sean An- 
drews said, “At this time, I 
have no comment.” 

He said he’d call me back, 
but I’m still waiting. (He did- 
n’t attend my reading, either, 
by the way.) 

Given my devout atheism, 
I admit that I might not be 
the best person to judge 
whether “Hasid Santa” is of- 
fensive or not. So I called the 
book cover’s designer, Judith 
Stagnitto Abbate, who was 
also stunned that Park Slope 
sensibilities had been so of- 
See SCANDAL on page 1 4 



The Brooklyn Papers Editor Gersh Kuntzman (right) sings a Chrismukkah carol with Allen 
Salkin, author of "Festivus: The Holiday for the Rest of Us" in this rare cooperation be- 
tween the major fictional religions. 
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Jewels by Satnick’s 

SUPER ■ 
HO LID Ay SALE 



On ALL 14kt Gold 
Diamond Silver, 
Jewelry, Watches 
and Giffware 


14kt Gold Jewelry 

Diamond Jewelry 

Sterling Silver Jewelry & Giftware 

Watches 

ESQ., Wittnauer, Bulova-Accutron, 

Caravelle, Anne Klein, Jay Lo, Trump 

187 State Street 

(bet. Court & Boerum) • (718) 852-1421 

Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 1 lam - 5pm 

*** OPEN SUNDAYS FROM 12 TO 4PM *** 


$25.00 and up* 
$99.00 and up* 
$15.00 and up* 
$55.00 and up* 


Jewels 

by Satnick 



Kane Street 

Synagogue s a 



SYNAPLEX™ SHABBAT 

Lighten Up Your Hanukkah 


December 15 and 16, 2006 


Innovative Jewish Options 

Find An Experience That Speaks To You 



CHILDCARE AVAILABLE ON SATURDAY FROM 10:00 A.M. - 2:00 RM. 
For more information contact: 718.875.1550 or office ©kanestreet.org 


KANE STREET SYNAGOGUE 

236 Kane Street (between Court and Clinton Streets); Cobble Hill, Brooklyn 
Hebrew School: jennifer@kanestreet.org and Preschool: kids@kanestreet.org 



Art bloomed and 


sold in DUMBO 




This building on Lawrence Street in Downtown Brooklyn 
just sold for nearly $1 1 million. 

$11M to tear-down 
buildings on Fulton 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

In DUMBO, progress on 
Brooklyn’s tallest-yet condo 
means saying goodbye to a 
whimsical, hand-painted gar- 
den that grew along with its 
33 floors. 

Artist Pasqualina Azzarello 
has reclaimed her 400-foot-long 
floral mural from the site of the 
sky-high J Condominium at 
Front and Jay streets, leaving 
only a drab chain-link fence 
less vulnerable to concrete 
spills and sidewalk drilling. 

“A chapter in my relation- 
ship with DUMBO, and in the 
life of the neighborhood, has 
closed,” said the artist, who 
lived in the neighborhood for 
five years before dismantling 
the installation and moving to 
Park Slope a few weeks ago. 

One hundred four-foot-by- 
eight-foot painted panels had 
surrounded the development 
since March, when Azzarello 
emerged from her studio — the 
only other building on the block 
— with a few bright blue tulips 
painted on scrap wood and left 
them on the site, against the 
fence, then barren. 

“I knew that building was 
going to greatly change the 
physical and cultural landscape 
in the neighborhood,” said the 
artist. “I wanted to take part in 
the conversation without being 
adversarial.” 

Over the next few weeks, 
construction workers at the site 
began leaving crumbled dollar 
bills — $47 over two weeks — 
in a makeshift tip jar left tem- 
porarily at the entrance to the 

The developer asked her if 
she would be willing to paint 
the entire perimeter of the de- 
velopment, creating a tulip- 
lined path leading to the York 
Street F-station. 

“It was a very interesting 
moment in the history of the 
neighborhood,” Azzarello said, 
“a developer and an artist meet- 
ing for lunch and making a 
business deal.” 

The flower fence came down 
in time for builders to start dig- 


RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 


Artist Pasqualina Azzarello, whose work covered a 
struction fence in DUMBO. 


ging the sidewalks. 

"We always knew it was 
temporary, but it’s sad to see it 
gone,” said Alex Hurwitz, the 
manager of the development. 
“The workers are banging into 
it every day. We didn’t want to 
worry about it.” 

For the construction workers 
who toiled alongside Azzarello 
as she painted, both the art and 
the artist will be missed. 

“Having art around added 
some cheer,” said Jim Spence, a 
superintendent at the site. “Peo- 
ple started talking to us, asking 
questions about what we were 

The final goodbye to the gar- 
den, however, hasn’t happened 
just yet. Until Jan. 31, the 100 
wooden panels will be for sale 
at the gallery above Retreat, a 
cafe on Front Street. 

The painted panels will cost 
between $100 and $1,000. 

At least one of the construc- 
tion workers is eying one. 

“It could work as a gift,” said 
Frank Nucatola, the senior 
manager at the site, ‘Til give it 
to my mother-in-law.” 


First A.M.E. Zion Church 

54 MacDonough St. 


Congregation 
Kol Israel 

603 Stl johns Place 

638-6583 


Shabbat Shalom! 

Presented by 

B'nai Avraham 

of Brooklyn Heights 
117 Remsen St. • 596-4840 
Rabbi Aaron Raskin 

Candle 

Lighting 

Vayishlach 

Fri., December 8, before 4:10pm 

Vayeshev 

Fri., December 15, before 4:1 1pm 

Minyanim 

• Weekdays 7:45am, 9pm 

• Sundays 8:45am 

Shabbat schedule 

• Erev Shabbat at candlelight- 
ing 

• Shabbat Shacharit 9:30am 

• Shabbat Mincha-Maariv 

at candle lighting time 

Mikvah 

For appointment call 596-WATER 


RE POP 

furnishings 

primitive 

95% Recycled 

A VINTAGE WAREHOUSE 

peculiar 

collectibles 

68 Washington Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11205 

clothing 

www.repopny.com 
WED thru SUN - 11am to 7pm 

monthly 

art 

718 260 8032 

exhibitions 


Santas Ife Haystack 



Naughty or nice, there’s no better place to 
shop this holiday season than Haystack 
Home & Body. We’ve got stylish and fun 
gifts for everyone on your list. ..moms, dads 
kids, grandkids, teachers, coworkers, 
babysitters, perhaps even Santa herself. 

Holiday store hours: 

Mon-Sat 11-8 
Sun 12-6 

HAYSTACK 
home e3 body 
130 Clinton Street 
(betw. Joralemon e3 Livings ton) 
7182462510 



• Local & Long Distance Services 


• Medical Pickup & Drop Off Mohegan Sun 
Casinos 

iMyrtre 

" Car & Limo Service 



24 Hour Door-to-Door Service 

mmmm 

(718) 230-8100 

www.myrtlecarservice.com 


Leave packages with us. 
And worries behind. 


As your neighborhood shipping center we offer many services in addition 
to packing and shipping. Stop in to find out what we can offer you. 

COPY SERVICE • OFFICE SUPPLIES 
FAX SERVICE • GIFT CARDS • BINDING LAMINATING 
PASSPORT PHOTOS • MAILBOX RENTALS 


COBBLE HILL VARIETY & MAILING CENTER 
495 Henry Street • (718) 852-8844 
■fe^f^l Open 7 Days 'til 9pm f»d" 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Areal-estate developer has forked over nearly $11 million for 
a row of mn-down, one-story storefronts near the Fulton Mall — 
and he’s planning something big (although how big remains to 
be seen). 

Developer Gregg Wolpert bought the three properties, on 
Lawrence Street between Fulton and Willoughby streets, for $10.75 
million last week and hopes to “expand the site,” he said. 

The only way to go is up. 

The 2004 Downtown Brooklyn rezoning would allow Wolpert to 
build 80,000 square feet where now there’s only a nail salon, art 
gallery and hat shop. 

“He can build more than 90 condos there,” said Danielle Mosse, 
an agent with Brooklyn Heights Real Estate. “Trust me, if it sold at 
$11 million it’s because of the potential.” 

Wolpert wouldn’t be the first developer to take advantage of the 
2004 rezoning of Downtown Brooklyn, which was intended to ac- 
commodate more office space but has instead spurred a residential 
development boom. 

A former New York Telephone Company building at Bridge and 
Willoughby streets is being converted into 219 luxury apartments. 

“This area is really going to become competitive with Atlantic 
Yards,” said Mosse. “A lot of developers are building there. It’s 
changing tremendously.” — Dana Rubinstein 


YIN YANG YOGA 

GRAND OPENING!! 


Relax, Restore, Renew 

15% Off 'Til 12/31/06! 

■]1 748 Myrtle Avenue 

Brooklyn, NY 11205 
(718) 875-2648 

www.yinyangyoga.com * info@yinyangyoga.com 


Read Smartmom 

EVERY WEEK AT BROOKLYNPAPERS.COM 


'Casale Jewelers v 

BROOKLYN, NY 


GOING OUT 
OF BUSINESS 

/f. i 


BROOKLYN STORE ONLY 

UP TO 75% OFF 
EVERYTHING 


NOTHING HELD BACK! 


Entire inventory being liquidated! 

i’ C? HUGE SELECTION 

Diamond Pendants • Diamond Earrings 
Diamond Engagement Rings • Pearls 
Gem Stones • and Much Much More! 


Casale Jewelers 

306 Court Street (at DeGraw) • 718-852-6344 

OPEN: Mon. thru Sat., 10am-7pm • 
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139 Montague Street • 718.858.5592 

www.latraviatatogo.com • Delivery in Brooklyn Heights only 


Coffee bar rob 
a wake-up call 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A homeless man stole the lap- 
top and purse of a Queens wom- 
an when she went to buy coffee 
at a brew franchise on Court 
Street on Nov. 28, police said. 

The 20-year-old victim 
placed her purse on a chair and 
left the table for a few moments 
to buy coffee at the gourmet 
shop, at Joralemon Street. When 
she returned to the table, the 
bag with her computer and her 
purse — containing her Green 
Card, Social Security card, dri- 
ver’s license, day planner and 
other personal items — had dis- 


A witness saw a man in dirty, 
tom clothing take the bag. He 
was described as a white man, 


Congregation Mount Sinai 

Invites You, Your Family & Friends To Our: 

CHANUKKAH PARTY 

OPEN HOUSE 
Sunday, December 17, 2006 

From 4:30PM to 6:30PM 
Candle Lighting Ceremony 
Israeli Dancing for Children and Adults 
Latkes, Donuts — Fun for All 

(No Charge) 

JUDAICA BOOK FAIR 

Thurs. December 14 th - Tues. December 19 th 

EVERYDAY FROM 10am-7pm EXCEPT FRIDAY FROM 10am-2pm 


TOT SHABBAT 

Friday, January 6, 2007 at 6:30pm 

Be a Part of Our Holiday Toy Drive 

Please Drop Off Unwrapped Toys at the Synagogue 
for the Brooklyn Developmental Center 

BECOME A MEMBER 

Join at our 125 th Anniversary New-Member Special 

ENROLL YOUR CHILDREN IN OUR HEBREW SCHOOL 

250 Cadman Plaza WesL Brooklyn Heights 
(718) 875-9124 ♦ Email: mountsinai250@aol.com 
Rabbi Joseph Potasnik Assistant Rabbi Linda Shriner- 


Educational Director Marlene Antebi 


UPS Store 


Mon- Fri 
8:30-9:00 


93 Montague St (at Hicks St) 
718-802-0900 

Saturday Sunday 

10:00-6:00 10:00-4:00 



The Child Study Center of New York, Est. 1981 
is offering 

First Class 
Day Care 

at 167 Clermont Avenue 

between Myrtle & DeKalb Aves. 

. . . Where Life Long Learning Begins . . . 


Licensed by the Department of 
Health Bureau of Day Care 
New York State Certified teachers 
Arts & Crafts 
Computers in Classrooms 
CPR and First Aid Certified Staff 
Enrichment Programs 
Full/ Half Day, Extended Day 
and As Needed Hours 


Serving ages 2 - 6 

t/ Fully Air Conditioned 
t/ Indoor Gym 
t/ Integrated Program 

V Nutritional Breakfast/Lunch 
available, Free or at Reduced Rate 

✓ Reading Readiness 
t/ Safe and Nurtuing environment 
t/ Spacious Well-Equipped 

classrooms 


DON’T DELAY, REGISTER TODAY. SEATS ARE LIMITED. 
Contact: Janet Williams, Program Director 
(718) 854-3710, childstudyctr@aol.com 


Spend more time with family. 
Less time standing in line. 


The UPS Store offers shorter lines, 
better service and low prices. 

Holidays got you overwhelmed? Bring your gifts to The UPS Store® for 



POLICE BLOTTER 


5-foot- 1, 150 pounds, wearing a 
black leather jacket. 

Crime lessons 

Thieves hit high schools on 
Dean Street and on Navy Street 

— plus Long Island University 

— this week, ripping off com- 
puters and electronic equip- 
ment, police said. 

Someone stole seven port- 
able computers valued at over 
$3,000 from an LIU building 
on Hanover Place, near Fulton 
Street, over the past few 
months, police said. 

The LIU machines, a half- 
dozen Gateways and one Dell 
model, disappeared from a stor- 
age closet sometime between 
Sept. 1 and Nov. 27, school of- 
ficials said. The closet, in a 
building at Fulton Street, was 
supposed to be locked. 

The loss at the Brooklyn 
High School for the Arts, on 
Dean Street, was far greater: 
$78,000 in electronics that dis- 
appeared between June 28 and 
Aug. 28, cops said. A 36-year- 
old staff member said the items 
were stored in a locked closet at 
the end of the school year. But 
when she returned, at the end of 
August, the computer equip- 

The stolen items included 
nearly four dozen Apple lap- 
tops, all G4s and G3s, hardware 
for the G4, three Dell laptops 
and other electronics. The 
school, which suffered a rash of 
break-ins in 2005, investigated 
the loss on its own before re- 
porting it to police on Dec. 1. 

The Urban Assembly School 
for Law and Justice, on Navy 
Street near Flushing Avenue, 
lost an LCD projector between 
Nov. 22 and Nov. 27. The pro- 
jector, valued at $3,000, was 
last seen on the desk of a 
teacher, whose room was lock- 
ed. 

Sticky gold-finger 

Two thugs robbed a teenager 
of his gold necklace and 
bracelet on Schermerhom 
Street on Nov. 29, police said. 

The thieves mshed the 15- 
year-old boy at 8:45 am, after 
following him along the street, 


Park? 

Not! 


The Brooklyn Papers 

City transportation officials 
are pulling a fast U-tum on a 
promise to try out a residential 
permit parking program Down- 
town, local leaders say. 

“Permits are essential and 
the Department of Transporta- 
tion is ignoring that,” said Evan 
Thies, a spokesman for Coun- 
cilman David Yassky (D-Brook- 
lyn Heights). 

DOT officials have been 
studying permits in Brooklyn 
Heights and Fort Greene since 
the area was upzoned in 2004 
to encourage development. 

But in May, an engineering 
study determined that the per- 
mit system was unsuitable, 
much to the chagrin of Down- 
town boosters. 

“There are too many cars 
and not enough spots, with or 
without permits,” said Michael 
Burke of the Downtown Brook- 
lyn Partnership, which co-spon- 
sored the study. 

On a typical day, 1,759 cars 
troll Fort Greene for 1,089 
spots, while Boeram Hill has 
1,996 cars for 1,769 spots, the 
parking permit study showed. 

A DOT spokeswoman said 
the agency would continue to 
meet with local community 
groups. — Ariella Cohen 



near Third Avenue, for several 
minutes. One grabbed his gold 
necklace and the bracelet and 
the other punched him in the 

Cubicle raid 

A thief swiped the purse of a 
woman engrossed in computer 
work at a copy shop on Court 
Street on Nov. 27, police said. 

The 50-year-old victim placed 
the bag under the cubicle in the 
store, which is near Joralemon 
Street, around 3:30 pm. When 
she checked again, 10 minutes 
later, the bag was gone. Inside 
were various credit and charge 
cards and make-up. 


celebrate the holidays 

with a gift of handcrafted jewelry 



Glfcven 


168 court street, brooklyn 
718.624.2611 
i tuesday - Sunday: 10:30 - 7:30 
open until 9:00 pm Christmas Eve 


Loose 

Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning,^^ 
have the “Mini-Implant System” 
placed in less than two hours, j 
then go out and enjoy your 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive 



0 m 


• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months "SThealing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans 
available and Insurance coverage), 

Dr. Tony is recognized 


healing. 


e Mini Dental Implant. 


FOR DENTURE! j 


1 Call today for your FREE Consultation 

718 - 833-6895 


tabus Budding 
Corporation 

MASONRY SPECIALISTS 

Construction Financing Available 
_ Purchase • Home Improvement , 

Debt Consolidation Loans 

Jim & Deborah Buscarello 
' 98 Van Dyke Street • (718) 852-5364 


WE KNOW WHAT IT TAKES 


Lean 



Brooklyn 

Heights 


718-222-8713 • leanonmebodyworks.com 


Have you seen us lately? 



» Eye Exams 
» Designer Frames 

* Contact Lenses 

» Children's Frames 

* Sunglasses 

» Sports Glasses 


Heights Vision 
Center 

1 32 Montague St. 
Brooklyn Heights 
(718) 852-1149 


Ted Rothstein. DDS PhD 

ORTHODONTIST 


A winning smile it 
Clear 


BRACES 

srd Lint 


a priceless asset 
Orthodear 


(718) 852-1551 /T . 

Cosmetic Teeth Whitening Center — 



The Most 

Memorable Funeral 

Ft. Greene can offer your loved one 

Enjoy the serenity of 
a comfortable chapel 
located in the historical 
Fort Greene-Clinton Hill area. 
Services customized to meet your needs. 
Serving Fort Green-Clinton Hill 
for over 40 years 

Robert F. Cranford Funeral Home 

203 DeKalb Ave. (bet. Adelphi & Carlton) 

(718) 625-4656 
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v . burke talon 

192 Amity Street 

(between Court St. & Clinton St.) 


rhinW-Oce^ 


NEW ARRIVAL 

Anna Corinna "City Tote" 
Available in Black, Java, 
Blue, Tan & Plum 


shoes handbags jewelry accessories gifts 

www.BURKETALON.com 



Chinese 

Cuisine 

Sushi 

Salad 



Swedish • Shiatsu • 
•Hot Stone • Deep Tissu. 

917-923-1114 

COBBLE HILL 

Gift Certificates Available 
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to your 
new 
neighbor. 


New Branch Now Open: 

5423 8th Avenue 







8th Ave & 55th Street 


Brooklyn, NY 11220 
718.435.0639 


Chase is proud to join your neighborhood and make better banking 
more convenient than ever. 


YOUR CHOICE. YOUR CHASE O 


© 2006 JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. 


He came in through 
the rooftop window 


POLICE BLOTTER 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

If at first you don’t succeed, 
try, try again. 

That motto proved useful for 
a burglar who scored a Sony 
PlayStation game and $2 in 
coins from a 14th Street home 
last week, police said. 

The thief tried to force his 
way through the back door of 
the apartment building, near 
Fifth Avenue, sometime be- 
tween 3 pm on Nov. 29 and 
noon the next day. When the 
door didn’t budge, the burglar 


moved to the roof. He prowled 
the blacktop until he found an 
unlocked window, then slipped 
into the building and grabbed 
the goods, cops said. 

Thief escapes 

A witness nearly busted a bur- 
glar who stole $365 in gaming 
goods from a Second Street 
apartment on Dec. 1, police said 

A 39-year-old Fort Greene 


man was passing by shortly af- 
ter the burglar forced his way 
through the front door of the 
building, near Fifth Avenue, 
around 10 am. 

The witness saw the robber 
try to escape in a livery cab, but 
he followed the thief and man- 
aged to scare him off. 

The thief dropped several 
bags and ran, but he still ab- 


'G' makes way to Slope 


THE GREATER G 



By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Riders of the G train are getting 
unexpected bonus — their much-ma- 
ligned line will soon add five more sta- 
tions in train-hungry Park Slope, Wind- 
sor Terrace and Kensington. 

Rather than long-anticipated service 
cuts, the four-car train that connects 
Brooklyn and Queens will travel along 
the F line beyond its current Smith/Ninth 
Street terminus to Church Avenue in 
Kensington beginning in 2008. 

The news thrilled G-train riders, 
who are accustomed to just the oppo- 
site treatment from the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority, said Teresa 
Toro, a member of the Save the G 
Coalition. 

“Last year they considered perma- 
nently ending the northern terminus at 
Court Square,” she said. “We protest- 
ed, and the plan was scuttled.” 

And then there’s the sheer ignominy 
of having to sprint down the platform 
for the dwarfish, run-down train. In 
one common refrain, “‘G’ stands for 

The service is being expanded only 
because the Smith/Ninth Street station 

will undergo reconstruction, meaning the G “[Before], it was the bus to the F, or the G to 
train will no longer be able to turn around the F. So this has opened up a new part of 
there. Brooklyn.” 

Riders have been getting an early taste of the Unlike the permanent increase of trains on the 
impending changes thanks to recent weekend L line starting this spring, the extension of the G 
track work that has pushed the G onto the F line might be revoked once the Smith/Ninth ren- 
line. ovation is complete. 

“It’s been really nice,” said Toro, who lives in “No decisions have been made yet,” said 
Greenpoint and has been using the G to ferry Charles Seaton, a spokesman for NYC Transit, 

her pets to their Park Slope veterinarian. “We will monitor the ridership.” 


NEW 
G TRAIN 
STOPS 


Seventh Avenue 


1 5th Street/Prospect Park 


Fort Hamilton Parkway 


Church Avenue 


™ Ditmas Avenue 


sconded with a PSP system and 
a computer memory stick, cops 

The witness was able to se- 
cure a detailed description of the 
burglar, who cops said is a 5- 
foot-8 and 200 pound, 57-year- 
old black man with a beard, 
who was dressed that day in a 
green baseball hat, brown cow- 
boy boots, blue jeans and a mil- 
itary-style jacket. 

Fun and games 

Video games are blamed for 
all kinds of evils; add “target 
for thieves” to the list. 

A teenager lost his cellphone 
to a thug who snatched it from 
his hand on Nov. 28 at the cor- 
ner of Fifth Avenue and Dean 
Street, police said. 

The 18-year-old victim was 
engrossed in a game on the dig- 
ital gadget when the thief 
rushed him from behind and 
took the phone, around 2:30 

Dough be gone 

A 62-year-old Park Slope 
woman lost $500 from her bag 
while she was on Fifth Avenue 
on Dec. 3, police said. 

The victim had the cash at 
2:50 pm as she walked near 
14th Street, she told police, 
adding that she always keeps 
her purse zippered tight. 

But five minutes later, she 
didn’t have the money. The vic- 
tim did not notice anyone near 
her on the street. 

Schools struck 

Thieves targeted two school 
employees — one in public 
school, one at a Christian acade- 
my — escaping with a teacher’s 
purse and a janitor’s cash, police 

On Nov. 27, between 8:30 am 
and 11 am, someone snatched 
the wallet of a 55-year-old 
teacher at the Christian Acade- 
my on Fifth Avenue, near Park 
Place. The victim left her hand- 
bag on her desk and returned to 
find the wallet, with credit and 
debit cards, her non-driver ID 
and her job ID, was gone. 

Three days later, at around 7 
pm, a thief snatched $1,200 
from the locker at PS 124, on 
Fourth Avenue, near 14th 
Street. The victim, a custodian, 
was on the third floor at the 
time, he told police. 


YOU CAN'T PUT A PRICE ON PEACE 
OF MIND — THAT'S WHY OUR 
MEDICARE PLANS START AT $0. 

AT HEALTH NET, WE BELIEVE THAT MEDICARE PLAN PREMIUMS SHOULDN’T 
CUT DEEP INTO YOUR BUDGET. If you’re not sure whether your current plan best suits your needs, 
we can help. Together, we’ll walk through the Health Net color quiz. Based on your answers, we’ll help you 
figure out which one of our simple, color-coded plans may be right for you. 

WE OFFER A VARIETY OF PLANS. 

• Combined medical and drug plans from $0 per month. 

• A drug plan option with no gap in generic drug coverage. 

• No copayments for most preventive services. 

• Plans that include dental coverage. 


FIND OUT MORE BY ATTENDING A LOCAL SEMINAR. 
George’s Restaurant 

December 11 th , 13 th , 18 th & 20 th - 10:00 A.M. & 11:30 A.M. 
5701 5 th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11220 


Galaxy Diner 

December 12 th - 10:00 A.M. 

805 Pennsylvania Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11207 


Bridgeview Diner 

December 14 th - 10:00 A.M. 

9011 3 rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 


Call 1-800-949-2512 ext. 2162 to reserve your seat at a seminar. 

(TTY) 1 - 888 - 747-2424 for the hearing impaired, 8 A.M. - 8 P.M., 7 days a week. 

WWW.ABETTERDECISION.COM 

Health Net of New York, Inc. is an organization with a separate annually renewed Medicare contract and is a subsidiary of Health Net, Inc. Anyone with Medicare 
Part A and Part B may apply. Beneficiaries must continue to pay their Part B premium (and Part A, if applicable), if not otherwise paid for by Medicaid or another 
third party. The availability of coverage beyond the current contract year (2007) is not guaranteed. Health Net’ is a registered service mark of Health Net, Inc. All 
rights reserved. A sales representative will be present with information and applications. To arrange for accommodation for persons with special needs at 
sales meetings, call 1-800-949-2512 ext. 2162, (TTY) 1-888-747-2424 for the hearing impaired, 8 A.M. - 8 P.M. 7 days a week. H3366_2007_073 (10/06) 
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RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 


First A.M.E. Zion Church 

54 MacDonough St. 

(bet. Tompkin & Marcy Ave.) 

Sunday School 9:45 am 

Morning Worship 11:00 am 

Wednesday Midweek 
Service/Bible Study 6:30 pm 

(718) 638-3343 


Congregation 
Kol Israel 

603 St. Johns Place 

638-6583 


Shabbat Shalom! 

Presented by 

B'nai Avraham 

of Brooklyn Heights 
117 Remsen St. • 596-4840 
Rabbi Aaron Raskin 

Candle ... 

Lighting 

Vayishlach 

Fri., December 8, before 4:10pm 

Vayeshev 

Fri., December 15, before 4:11pm 

Minyanim 

• Weekdays 7:45am, 9pm 

• Sundays 8:45am 

Shabbat schedule 

• Erev Shabbat at candlelighting 

• Shabbat Shacharit 9:30am 

• Shabbat Mincha-Maariv 

at candle lighting time 

Mikvali 

For appointment call 596-WATER 


One stop shopping ^ ^ 


for all your 
hardware needs 


ANU 

GE light E 
Bulbs 1 

4 Pack -$1.59 | 

Semi-Gloss Paint 

1 Gallon - $9.99 


Prospect Hardware (718) 788-7100 

51 7 7th Avenue (near 17th St.) Park Slope, Brooklyn 
Mon-Fri: 7:30am - 5pm • raw • Corporate Accounts Welcome 


VEGAS 7DAYS 

AUTO SPA 7AM-10PM 


, “Deluxe" Express Car Wash , 

'includes: ■H—rt-En 1 

| • Double-Body Bath ★ Wet Wax | 


THE 

CHEAPEST 

CAR 

WASH 

IN 

BROOKLYN! 


555 7th Avenue 

718-768-WASH (9274) 


^ CRAFTS A 




Saturday, December 16 , 2006 
11AM to 4PM Fair 

To benefit our BSEC Family programming we have transformed our 
beautiful landmark mansion into a gallery of original arts and crafts; 
also win a raffle and enjoy good food! 

* JEWELRY * POTTERY * PHOTOGRAPHY * TOYS * 

* CLOTHING * DECORATIONS * HATS * MIRRORS * 
CANDLE HOLDERS * PAPER ART * SCARFS * BAGS * 

STAINED GLASS * LOCAL ART BENEFITING (DRS w/o 
BORDERS) DARFUR * FAIR TRADE COFFEE & CRAFTS * 

Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture 

53 Prospect Park West at 2 nd Street 

Brooklyn, New York 11215; www.bsec.org 

Follow Craft Fair w/ $50 Haitian buffet & dance party benefiting kids’ art' 
ts at BSEC & Leogane, Haiti; (8pm) Haitian dance lessons 

For additional information call 718-783-2298; 


Paper people make 'Slope 100' 


By Christie Rizk 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Park Slope finally has its of- 
ficial A-list — and it includes 
two Brooklyn Papers editors. 

The neighborhood’s top 
blogger Louise Crawford ush- 
ered in a new era of celebrity- 
watching in the famously unfa- 
mous neighborhood by posting 
her “Park Slope 100,” a list of 
the community activists, spiri- 
tual leaders, writers, artists and 
plain ol’ weird people that 
make Park Slope Park Slope. 

Crawford, producer of the 
Web site "Only the Blog 
Knows Brooklyn,” and author 
of The Brooklyn Papers’ Smart- 
mom column, described her list 
as “highly opinionated” and 
“inherently flawed” (she mis- 
spelled the names of at least 
two of her honorees, Atlantic 
Yards blogger Norman Oder 
and City Councilwoman Letitia 

But it’s also credible. Her top 
100 includes actors Steve 


Imitation, in Crawford’s 
case, is the fastest form of flat- 
tery, as she quickly asked her 
readers to send in nominations. 

“It was a conversation starter 
for people,” she said. 

She acknowledged that the 
list is flawed. “Some of it is 
very personal,” she said. 

In the neighborhood, reac- 
tion to Crawford’s list was a 
mix of typical Park Slope neu- 
rosis, graciousness, wit, revul- 
sion and more neurosis. 

“I am excited to be on a list 
with some of Brooklyn’s most 
talented people,” said Borough 
President Markowitz. 

Fellow lister, writer Robert 
Guskind, was also happy to 
have made the top 100. 

“I’m thrilled to be included 
and glad that the work I’ve 
been doing has been noticed,” 
he said. “I think she did a great 
job capturing the flavor and go- 
ing across the spectrum of Park 
Slope.” 

But ever the Scrooge, Brook- 
lyn Papers Editor Gersh Kuntz- 


man was appalled at the exis- 
tence of the list, despite his ex- 
tremely prominent place on it. 

“A "Top-100 list’ is antitheti- 
cal to Park Slope,” said Kuntz- 
man. “The neighborhood was 
built by real people, not celebu- 
tantes who are constantly 
Googling themselves to see if 
they were hanging out with 
Paris Hilton last night. 

"And, more important,” 
Kuntzman added, “how come 
my wife isn’t on it?” 

Some listers took their nomi- 
nations with a very big grain of 
that fancy sea salt they sell at 
the Food Co-op. 

“I was very flattered to learn 
that I was chosen to be part of 
‘The Park Slope 100,’” said 
Lisa Curtis, our own GO 
Brooklyn editor. “To be listed 
among such luminaries as ‘Blue 
Haired Woman at Shawn’s 
Liquors’ is a real honor.” 

To find out if you're on the list, 
too, go to www.onlytheblog- 
knowsbrooklyn.com 


Artist Pasqualina Azzarello, whose work once covered a construction fence in DUMBO. 


Slope painter 
sells a wall 
in DUMBO 


Buscemi and Rosie Perez — 
and only slightly less well- 
known figures like Eric, the 
swimming instructor at Eastern 
Athletic gym (he really is 
amazing). 

Not every PS-lister is an A- 
lister, either. 

Congresswoman-elect Yvette 
Clarke is on the list — but so 
are two of the men she 


trounced: Councilman David 
Yassky and Chris Owens. 

For Owens being named a 
winner was small consolation. 

“I’m honored,” he said, quip- 
ping, “I think I should start 
reading her blog.” 

Crawford said she was in- 
spired by the Atlantic Month- 
ly’s “100 Most Influential 
Americans” issue. 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

In DUMBO, progress on 
Brooklyn’s tallest-yet condo 
means saying goodbye to a 
whimsical, hand-painted gar- 
den that grew along with its 
33 floors. 

Artist Pasqualina Azzarello 
has reclaimed her 400-foot-long 
floral mural from the site of the 
sky-high J Condominium at 
Front and Jay streets, leaving 
only a drab chain-link fence 
less vulnerable to concrete 
spills and sidewalk drilling. 

“A chapter in my relation- 
ship with DUMBO, and in the 
life of the neighborhood, has 
closed,” said the artist, who 
lived in the neighborhood for 
five years before dismantling 
the installation and moving to 
Park Slope a few weeks ago. 

One hundred four-foot-by- 
eight-foot painted panels had 
surrounded the development 
since March, when Azzarello 
emerged from her studio — the 
only other building on the block 
— with a few bright blue tulips 
painted on scrap wood and left 
them on the site, against the 
fence, then barren. 

“I knew that building was 
going to greatly change the 
physical and cultural landscape 
in the neighborhood,” said the 
artist. “I wanted to take part in 
the conversation without being 
adversarial.” 

Over the next few weeks, 
construction workers at the site 
began leaving crumbled dollar 
bills — $47 over two weeks — 
in a makeshift tip jar left tem- 
porarily at the entrance to the 

The developer asked her if 
she would be willing to paint 
the entire perimeter of the de- 
velopment, creating a tulip- 


I'll be your bridge 
from where you are to 
where you want to be 


lined path leading to the York 
Street F-station. 

“It was a very interesting 
moment in the history of the 
neighborhood,” Azzarello said, 
“a developer and an artist meet- 
ing for lunch and making a 
business deal.” 

The flower fence came down 
in time for builders to start dig- 
ging the sidewalks. 

"We always knew it was 
temporary, but it’s sad to see it 
gone,” said Alex Hurwitz, the 
manager of the development. 
“The workers are banging into 
it every day. We didn’t want to 
worry about it.” 

For the construction workers 
who toiled alongside Azzarello 
as she painted, both the art and 
the artist will be missed. 

“Having art around added 
some cheer,” said Jim Spence, a 
superintendent at the site. “Peo- 
ple started talking to us, asking 
questions about what we were 

The final goodbye to the gar- 
den, however, hasn’t happened 
just yet. Until Jan. 31, the 100 
wooden panels will be for sale 
at the gallery above Retreat, a 
cafe on Front Street. 

The painted panels will cost 
between $100 and $1,000. 

At least one of the construc- 
tion workers is eying one. 

“It could work as a gift,” said 
Frank Nucatola, the senior 
manager at the site, ‘Til give it 
to my mother-in-law.” 



GROOMING* BOARDING 

Dogs & Cats • Your Inspection Invited! 

* 


We Service the 
* THovie Stars l* 


PUPPIES & KITTENS! 

Best Health • Home Bred • Temperments 

5 STAR EE” 


(718)258-2342 


Y 


PuppyParadise.com 

2082 Flatbush Ave. Bklyn, NY 



GLASSES YOU WILL LOVE TO WEAR, 
WITH LENSES PERFECTLY PRESCRIBED 


Specialists on Staff: 

Kevin S. Meyers , M.D., Ophthalmology 
Eric Col man, O.D., Optometry 

• Comprehensive Eye Exams 

• Prescription Filled 

• Contact Lenses 

• Glaucoma And Cataract 
Testing And Treatment 

• Laser Vision Consultation 
Most Medical Insurance Accepted • Union Plans 

Medicaid • Medicare • Discounts For Senior Citizens 

9tfi Street OptieaC 

332 9th Street (between 5th & 6th Ave.) Brooklyn 


7 18 - 965-2545 
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LUTHERAN MEDICAL CENTER is proud to have received the 2006 
Distinguished Hospital Award for Clinical Excellence™ from 
HealthGrades,® one of the nation’s leading health care rating organizations. 
This award ranks Lutheran Medical Center among the top 5% of all 
hospitals in the nation. 

In fact, Lutheran Medical Center is the ONLY hospital in Brooklyn, Queens, 
Staten Island and the Bronx to achieve this award, which recognizes 
those hospitals that provide the best overall outcomes for patients. 

Lutheran Medical Center also received the 2006 HealthGrades 
Excellence Awards for Gastrointestinal Care, General Surgery Care, 
Pulmonary Care and Stroke Care. 

Best rated health care that’s close to home — everyone deserves it. And 


Cold-hearted grifter 
scams good Samaritan 


62/68 BLOTTER 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 


68th Precinct 


A big heart cost one Bay 
Ridge woman dearly. 

A pair of thieves stole 
$12,000 and a cellphone from 
the woman after convincing her 
to withdraw the cash to help 
their sick family members in El 
Salvador, police said. 

A female scammer first ap- 
proached the 28-year-old victim 
with her sob story at 10:30 am 
on Nov. 1, near the comer of 
95th Street and Marine Avenue. 
When the woman agreed to 
help, the scammer, and her ac- 
complice, accompanied their 
mark to a bank, where she with- 
drew the cash. 

But when the victim turned 
away for a moment, the tricksters 
switched the cash envelope for a 
second one filled with scrap pa- 
per. She didn’t realize the decep- 
tion until the pair asked to use her 
cellphone, then bolted — with 
the mobile and the dough. 

Police are looking for a 
black Hispanic woman, 5-foot- 
3, who wore a black dress, 
black hat and blue coat that day. 
Her accomplice was a white 
Hispanic man, 5-foot-6, who 
wore a brown baseball hat. 

Snip ’n swipe 

A Bay Ridge man lost more 
than his locks when he visited a 
barber earlier this year. He also 


lost his identity. 

The 33-year-old Senator 
Street resident had two credit 
accounts opened in his name 
and received a letter seeking 
child support after his wallet 
disappeared from the snip shop 
on Feb. 1, police said. 

The victim, who lives near 
Ridge Boulevard, realized 
quickly that he had left his wal- 
let at the barber’s. When he 
called, the haircutter said the 
billfold was still there. But 
when the victim retrieved the 
wallet, it was missing two criti- 
cal items: his Social Security 
card and birth certificate. 

Those documents allowed 
thieves to get two credit cards in 
his name. They also sent the 
victim a letter requesting child 
support that he told cops he 

The victim finally reported 
the theft on Nov. 28. 

Stolen direction 

Someone swiped the Global 
Positioning System and other 
electronics from a sedan that 
had been parked on 67th Street 
on Nov. 25, police said. 

The 52-year-old owner parked 
her 2005 Chrysler near 12th Av- 
enue around 11 pm. When she 
returned the next morning, she 
found no damage to the outside 
of the four-door vehicle. But 


missing from the interior was the 
GPS system, a dashboard clock 
and a satellite radio, together 
worth around $5,000. 

Seats snagged 

Thieves didn’t take a seat. 
They took three. 

Police said thieves snatched a 
trio of car seats from an Acura 
parked on 11th Avenue, around 
7:30 pm on Nov. 28. When the 
47-year-old owner returned to 
the 2001 sedan, near 75th 
Street, the following morning, 
she found a dent in the driver’s- 
side door and two front seats 
and a rear seat missing. 

Laptop snatch 

A Chicago man lost his com- 
pany’s laptop to thieves when 
he left it in a car on Parrott 
Place on Nov. 29, police said. 

It didn’t take long for thieves 
to take advantage of his mis- 
take. The 40-year-old victim left 
the IBM ThinkPad inside a Pon- 
tiac, which also belonged to the 
company, at 90th Street around 
1 pm. When he returned 30 
minutes later, the driver’s-side 
door was jimmied and the 
ThinkPad was gone. 

Bad call 

A Bay Ridge man became 
the victim of identity theft — 
but he doesn’t know how. 

The 37-year-old man, who 


fives on 92nd Street, near Sixth 
Avenue, said a collection 
agency claimed he owed more 
than $1,000 on a cellphone bill 
for a phone that wasn’t his, po- 
lice said. The victim figures his 
information was stolen some- 
time between Oct. 30 and Nov. 
3. The thief opened a T-Mobile 
account in the victim’s name, 
rang up a $1,080.88 bill, and 
had the statements sent to an 
apartment on Avenue V, near 
West 11th Street. 


68th Precinct 


Bad Samaritan 

Sometimes, a helping hand 
just isn’t worth it. 

A Not-So-Good Samaritan 
who helped an elderly lady pick 
up her spilled fruit may also 
have robbed the 92-year-old of 
$800, police said. 

The victim visited her bank 
on 18th Avenue, near 64th 
Street, around noon on Dec. 1 . 
After she withdrew the cash, 
her shopping bag split and the 
fruit rolled free. Someone who 
was behind her in fine stepped 
up to help capture the escaped 
apples and pears. 

But once the fruit was cor- 
ralled, the victim noticed the 
cash was gone. 

Delivery heist 

Police nabbed two men who 
allegedly beat and robbed a de- 
livery man on Stillwell Avenue 

See BLOTTER on page 3 




Gift Deposit Y< 

Desktop $25,000 5 

Desktop $45,000 3 

Desktop $60,000 1 

Laptop $30,000 5 

Laptop $50,000 3 

Laptop $75,000 1 


Open 24 hours / 7 days a week 

( 718 ) 238-4440 • ( 718 ) 972-5900 


• 65 years in business • Friendly, courteous people 

• Fast, reliable service • Serving all five boroughs 

• Radio dispatched • Airport transportation 

• Nice cars • Corporate accounts welcome 


now, Brooklyn has it. 

To reach a Lutheran Healthcare physician, call 1-71 8-630- RXRX (7979). 


MedkalCenter 'V'S.SALl 

150 55th Street, Brooklyn, New York 11220 
1 -71 8-630-RXRX (7979) 
www.LutheranMedicalCenter.com 


[ ST A n BUL 

Hill 9 1*. OF> 


Grand Opening! 


7519 3rd. Avenue 

Brooklyn - NY 11209 

tel: (718) 491-1100 • fax: (718) 491-1109 


Join the Grand Opening Celebration 
at our new fi a y Ridge Branch 


Deposit Years APY’ 


575 

5.00% 


Take home a FREE 

Gateway Computer 

when you open a new CD! 


:the 

= PARK AVENUE 

;bank 

The Best Address For Your Money 


464 86th Street (Next to Century 21), Brooklyn, NY 1 1 209 
7 1 8.745. 1 249 www.parkavenuebank.com 
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Mama Mia! New center for Hurst 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Bensonhurst may soon look 
like a community of Michelange- 
lo-sculpted Davids, thanks to the 
Federation of Italian American 
Organizations, which announced 
this week that it will begin build- 
ing an athletic and cultural facility 
in the neighborhood this spring. 

The three-story, $6-million cul- 
tural center will bring a gymnasi- 
um, an indoor track, and a swim- 
ming pool to the recreation-deprived 
community, according to City Coun- 
cilman Dominic Recchia (D-Coney 
Island), who, like state Sen. Marty 
Golden (D-Bay Ridge), allocated 


$2 million for the site. 

‘There’s a lack of gym space [in 
Bensonhurst],” said Recchia. “And 
there’s a big need for pools in 
South Brooklyn. This pool will be 
open seven days a week, and be 
open to everyone in the communi- 
ty” 

But the center, to sit at the comer 
of Benson and 18th avenues, won’t 
be all about sports. 

It will also house the Federation. 

“We needed a hub where the 
Italian culture and language would 
be kept alive,” said Jack Spatola, 
the Federation’s chairman. “Our 
parents and grandparents are pass- 
ing away.” — Dana Rubinstein A rendering of the proposed II Centro. 



BLOTTER... 


Continued from page 2 
before dawn on Dec. 3. 

The 24-year-old victim was 
talking on a payphone, near 
24th Avenue, just before 5 am 
when the thieves came up and 
asked for $10. When he re- 
fused, they pulled him away 
from the phone, forced him into 


a bodega across the street, 
where they beat him in the face. 
The thugs then snatched the bag 
of food and ran off. 

But police caught up with 
the thieves and placed the two 
men, both age 20, under arrest 
for robbery. The victim suffered 
scrapes and bruises on his face. 


TVio arrested 

Three thieves used a bread 
truck as a Trojan horse during a 
midnight heist — but the silver 
truck failed them and the trio 
now faces robbery charges. 

The 24-year-old victim said 
he was attacked just after mid- 
night on Nov. 29 by three 
thieves who leapt from the sil- 
ver truck at the comer of 64th 
Street and 16th Avenue. The 
thugs mshed the victim, grabbed 


his cellphone and $20, and tried 
to escape in the track. 

But police quickly arrested 
the thieves — men ages 16, 20 
and 21. 

Slasher nabbed 

Police arrested a 42-year-old 
man who tried to settle a dis- 
pute with a boxcutter on Nov. 

29. 

The thug allegedly got into a 
debate with a 30-year-old man 
shortly after 11 am, on 16th Av- 
enue, near 66th Street. It’s not 
clear what prompted the argu- 
ment, but it grew violent when 
the suspect pulled a boxcutter 
and slashed the victim on the 
right hand. 

The victim suffered only a 
minor cut. The suspect now 
faces felony assault charges. 

Purse snatched 

The interaction started as 
friendly. 

“How you doing, miss?” the 
man asked the 47-year-old 
woman, as she walked along 
West 11th Street, near Kings 
Highway, around 7 pm on Nov. 

30, police said. 

But before she could reply, 
the stranger snatched the bag 
from her shoulder, and ran off. 
The woman was knocked to the 
ground, but not hurt. 

The thief escaped with $90, 
credit and debit cards, and other 
personal items, police said. 


LEGAL NOTICE 


N500987/2006, a copy of which may be exam- 



Loose Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 
have the “Mini-Implant System” placed in 
less than two hours, then go out and enjoy your 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 
As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony 
on ABC & Fox News 




• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans available and Insurance coverage 

Dr. Tony is recognized a: 


| *0NLY $495 
; FOR DENTURE! 

I Limited Time Offer 

| *with a puchase of MDI 



of the Mini Dental Implant. 

Call today for your FREE Consultation 

718-833-6895 

461 77th St - Bay Ridge • 1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Island 
www. oraldentalcare. com 



QUICKEST 

Way From Your 
Doctor to a 
Specialist is 
US Family Health Plan. 


• Available to military active duty 
family members and all military 
retirees and their eligible family 
members, including those 65 
years of age and over 

• Low cost, low co-payments 
(if any when applicable) 
and no deductibles 

• DoD-Sponsored option with all 
the benefits and coverage of 
TRICARE Prime at the same 
low costs 


• Simple specialty care referral 
process - you choose your 
Primary Care Physician from 
over 7,000 providers 

• Around-the-clock healthcare 
guidance from our 24/7 Nurse 
Advice Line 

• US Family Health Plan’s member 
satisfaction ratings are 22 % 
higher than national commercial 
health insurance averages 


O' 






((V #0 


US FAMILY 

HEALTH PLAN 

At Saint Vincent NYC 


Don’t lose time finding the best healthcare, 
call us at 1-800-241-4848, email us at usfhp@svcmcny.org 
or visit www.usfhp.net for more information or to enroll. 


YOU CAN'T PUT A PRICE ON PEACE 
OF MIND — THAT'S WHY OUR 
MEDICARE PLANS START AT $0. 



4JP 

Health Net' 



AT HEALTH NET, WE BELIEVE THAT MEDICARE PLAN PREMIUMS SHOULDN’T 
CUT DEEP INTO YOUR BUDGET. If you’re not sure whether your current plan best suits your needs, 
we can help. Together, we’ll walk through the Health Net color quiz. Based on your answers, we’ll help you 
figure out which one of our simple, color-coded plans may be right for you. 

WE OFFER A VARIETY OF PLANS. 

• Combined medical and drug plans from $0 per month. 

• A drug plan option with no gap in generic drug coverage. 

• No copayments for most preventive services. 

• Plans that include dental coverage. 


FIND OUT MORE BY ATTENDING A LOCAL SEMINAR. 


George’s Restaurant 

December 11 th , 13 th , 18 th & 20 th - 10:00 A.M. & 11:30 A.M. 
5701 5 th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11220 


Galaxy Diner 

December 12 th - 10:00 A.M. 

805 Pennsylvania Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11207 


Bridgeview Diner 

December 14 th - 10:00 A.M. 

9011 3 rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 


Call 1-800-949-2512 ext. 2162 to reserve your seat at a seminar. 

(TTY) 1-888-747-2424 for the hearing impaired, 8 A.M. - 8 P.M., 7 days a week. 

WWW.ABETTERDECISION.COM 


Health Net of New York, Inc. is an organization with a separate annually renewed Medicare contract and is a subsidiary of Health Net, Inc. Anyone with Medicare 
Part A and Part B may apply. Beneficiaries must continue to pay their Part B premium (and Part A, if applicable), if not otherwise paid for by Medicaid or another 
third party. The availability of coverage beyond the current contract year (2007) is not guaranteed. Health Net’ is a registered service mark of Health Net, Inc. All 
rights reserved. A sales representative will be present with information and applications. To arrange for accommodation for persons with special needs at 
sales meetings, call 1-800-949-2512 ext. 2162, (TTY) 1-888-747-2424 for the hearing impaired, 8 A.M. - 8 P.M. 7 days a week. H3366_2007_073 (10/06) 
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Coney Island property owned by Joe Sitt's Thor Equites is shaded black. 


‘For sale’ sign on Astrotower 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

For sale: One, 1960s-em, 275- 
foot-tall sightseeing tower, more 
than slightly used. 

One week after selling Astroland 
Park to developer Joe Sitt, the family 
that runs the popular summer amuse- 
ment area has offered the city a dis- 
count price on the Astrotower, a rotat- 
ing, glass-enclosed elevator that lifts 
passengers to its 27-story-high top 
and pauses, giving sweeping views of 
the ocean. 

The Albert family wants to keep 


41 -year-old ride in Coney so badly 
that it is willing to share relocation 
costs with the city. 

The Alberts say an interested buyer 
has approached them about moving 
the Astrotower to a Southern theme 
park — but the family said it would 
prefer to make a deal with the city. 

Historians said that the relic of the 
1960s space craze could be worth 
big bucks to the maker of a retro- 
themed amusement park. 

“It looks so straight out of 1963,” 
said Michael Immerso, author of 
“Coney Island, The People’s Play- 
ground.” 


“It’s from a piece of a time when 
America was seeing the moon for 
the first time and [the world] was 
talking about getting to outer space.” 
The ride isn’t protected as a land- 
mark like the city-owned Cyclone or 
the independently owned Wonder 
Wheel, so if a buyer cannot be found, 
the tower will be bulldozed to make 
way for Sitt’s $2-billion two-hotel, re- 
tail, condo and restaurant complex. 

Sitt owns 13 acres of property be- 
tween West 10th and West 15 streets 
— almost the entire amusement dis- 
trict and some land that fronts the 
famed Boardwalk (see map, left). 



The boardwalk in Coney Island on a dreary day, with the 
Astrotower rising in the background, on the left. 



The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Asian Longhorned 
Beetle Cooperative Eradication Program reports that moving fire- 
wood can spread tree-killing invasive diseases and insect pests like the 
Asian longhorned beetle (ALB). Already, the ALB is responsible for the 
loss of more than 32,000 trees in New York, New Jersey, and Illinois. 

Please help. Buy and use firewood locally. Don't transport it. 

And remember, officials survey trees for signs \ 
of beetle infestation year round and may be in 
your area. For answers concerning surveys, wood 
movement, or suspected signs of beetle infestation, 
call the Asian Longhorned Beetle Cooperative 
Eradication Program. 



BROOKLYN 
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Is it Kazmir all 
over again? 

Mets trade legendary 
Cyclone Brian Bannister 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The Mets have traded pitching prospect Brian Bannister — a 
favorite of Brooklyn Cyclones fans during his season at Keyspan 
Park — to the Kansas City royals for reliever Ambiorix Burgos. 

It’s the latest in a series of deals that have sent Cyclones prospects 
to many major league parks, yet only four to big Shea — and not for 
very long. 

In all, 12 Cyclones have made it to the show — including 
firethrower Scott Kazmir, power hitter Mike Jacobs and infielder 
Danny Garcia — but Bannister was the only one still wearing a 
Mets uniform. 

As a Cyclone in 2003, the then-22-year-old went 4-1 with one 
save and had a 2.15 ERA. In 46 innings, he allowed just 27 hits, 
while striking out 42. 

His ERA led all Brooklyn starters that year. 

Bannister rose quickly through the Mets organization, and even won 
the Sterling Award in 2005 as the franchise’s best pitching prospect. 

He made his Major League debut in April, 2006, and carried a 
no-hitter into the sixth. But he only made eight starts for the team, 
spending much of the rest of the season on the bench with an injured 
hamstring. 



Former Met Brian Bannister pitches for the Brooklyn Cy- 
clones in 2003. The Mets traded the starter this week. 


Many Met fans were hopeful that Bannister would earn a spot in 
the team’s aging rotation, but it was not meant to be, thanks to this 
week’s trade. 

In exchange for Bannister, the Mets get the 22-year-old Burgos, 
who was 4-5 last year with 18 saves and a 5.52 ERA. 

Meanwhile, even as the weather turned cold this week, fans were 
able to dream of Cyclones’ opening day, thanks to the release of the 
team’s 2007 schedule. 

Opening Day is Tuesday, June 19, against the New York-Penn 
League defending champion Staten Island Yankees at Keyspan Park. 

— Gersh Kuntzman 


Iraqi dates being sold on Atlantic 


In New York, call 1-877-STOP-ALB or 1-866-265-0301. 

In New Jersey, call 1-732-815-4700. For more information, visit 
http://www.aphis.usda.gov and click on the Asian Longhorned Beetle 
under "Hot Issues.” 


I ISDA Unitetl States 
Department of 
Agriculture 


The Asian Longhorned Beetle Cooperative Eradication Program is comprised of the USDA's 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service and Forest Service, joined in New York by the 
New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets, the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation, and the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation. The 
USDA agencies are joined in New Jersey by the New Jersey Department of Agriculture, the 
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, and the City of Linden. 



Iraqi date importer (and 
artist) Michael Rakowitz with 
one of his dates. 


The Brooklyn Papers 

A hundred pounds of Iraqi dates that took 
more than two months to get to America — 
give or take 25 years — are finally being sold at 
an Atlantic Avenue store. 

Artist Michael Rakowitz ordered a ton of the 
dates back in September, as part of a project that 
he hoped would highlight the abnormal relations 
between the U.S. and an ally, Iraq. 

He had no idea how abnormal they are. 

Rakowitz’s first shipment got to the Jordanian 
border — twice — before being turned back. The 
shipment then went to Syria, where bribe-seeking 
officials held it for weeks. By the time it was re- 
leased, the dates had spoiled. 

A second shipment of just 50 kilograms was 
sent by air — but as The Brooklyn Papers report- 
ed two weeks ago, the dates were still tied up as 
American officials figured out what to do with 10 
boxes that had the words “Product of Iraq” on 
them — the first time such words have been seen 
in these parts in 25 years, thanks to embargos, 


wars and sanctions. 

Finally, Rakowitz’s dates were released by 
American customs officials this week. They went 
on sale on Friday. 

“I actually don’t know how to feel,” said Rako- 
witz, whose grandfather was an Iraqi Jew. 

“One of the ideas of the project was to see if 
America and Iraq could have normal trade. But this 
project showed how much further we have to go.” 

Baghdad native Zeyad Kasim pre-ordered his 
dates and was on hand to collect them. 

“I don’t even like dates,” said Kasim, who is 
studying at City University. “But the dates are im- 
portant because they remind me of home.” 

At presstime, Rakowitz hadn’t decided whether 
he would set the price of his dates based on his ab- 
surdly high importation costs. 

“That was also part of the project — to show 
how expensive it is to import goods from Iraq,” he 
said. “But I know that the people who pre-ordered 
the dates would pay anything. To them, it’s about 
memory — ‘thikra’ in Arabic. They just want 
those dates.” — Kuntzman 


Attention Medicare Beneficiaries! 


Liberty Health Advantage W 
Medicare Advantage Plan Including Prescription Drug Coverage 

“ Quality Driven, Community Focused Healthcare ” 

Liberty Health Advantage offers services to Medicare beneficiaries residing within the 5 Boroughs and Nassau County. 
Liberty Health Advantage is contracted with CMS to deliver services to Medicare Advantage recipients. Our benefits 
plans are available to Medicare beneficiaries who have Medicare Parts A and B and to those individuals eligible for both 
Medicare and Medicaid. We offer our members additional benefits over original Medicare. 



Some Benefit Highlights Include: 

• No additional premium to Medicare beneficiaries 

(you must continue to pay Part B premiums) 

• NO CO-PAY for inpatient hospital services 

• NO CO-PAY for primaiy care office visits 

• NO CO-PAY for specialists office visits 

• Transportation benefit 

• Prescription dmg coverage at no additional premium to you 

• Other benefits such as vision, dental and hearing 


Senior Choice 
Gold Award for 
“Excellence in 
Medicare Value” 
Two Years Running 



To learn more about Liberty Health Advantage 
please call us Sunday through Saturday between 8:00 am and 8:00 pm 
at 1-866-542-4269; TTY: 1-800-662-1220. 
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Ridge strip club 
is just a tease 



for The Brooklyn Papers 
Where are the girls? 

A new bar that many believed would be a strip club thanks to its 
sign heralding “exotic dancers” finally opened on Fourth Avenue 
last week — with no sign of anything exotic. 

Nonetheless, the new “Club Shadows” received two citations — for 
having flies in a liquor bottle and for a failure to change the name on the 
liquor license, said City Councilman Vince Gentile (D-Bay Ridge). 

Gentile had led the initial charge against the club, and encouraged 
state liquor enforcement officers and New York’s Finest to attend 
the grand opening last Thursday. 

‘Two violations is something you wouldn’t expect from a club on its 
grand opening,” Gentile said. T will be watching Club Shadows closely.” 
But manager Joseph Domovsky was gloating even more. 

“Sorry, you aren’t going to find any naked ladies here,” Do- 
movsky said, leading the media hoardes on a tour. “Have a look for 
yourself, we don’t even have dressing rooms.” 

Domovsky claims the entire affair — which started when he put 
the “exotic dancers” sign outside the bar several weeks ago — was 
“an innocent misunderstanding” and reaffirmed his intent to have “a 
club Bay Ridge can be proud of.” 

The misunderstanding may not have been so innocent: The open- 
ing drew plenty of camera crews, and Domovsky was more than 
happy to sit for interviews. 

“Thank you,” he said. ‘T can’t buy press like this.” 

— Matthew Lysiak 








WE’RE WORKING FOR YOU 24/7 TO PROVIDE SAFE 
RELIABLE POWER NOW AND IN THE FUTURE. 


December 9, 2006 


The Brooklyn Papers • www.BrooklynPapers.com • (718) 834-9350 


Visit www.conEd.com for more about our work and for energy tips you can use all year. 
Remember to call 1-800-75-CONED to report any problem with your service. 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


State pol slush fund 


N OW WE KNOW WHY state legisla- 
tors fought so intensely to keep their 
“member items” list so secret. 

Last week, state legislators finally fol- 
lowed through on a state judge’s order to 
release details of the $170 million in tax- 
payer money that they funnel to local or- 
ganizations in their districts. 

These so-called “member items” are 
doled out with very little scrutiny or over- 
sight — a case of the foxes guarding the 
public chicken coop if we ever heard of 
one. 

As The Brooklyn Papers reports on its 
front page, “member items” are trans- 
formed into what might be interpreted as a 


pay-for-play system in which legislators al- 
locate grant money to organizations whose 
leaders are loyal contributors to the pols’ 
campaigns. 

Carroll Gardens Assemblywoman Joan 
Millman is a repeat — and unabashed — 
practitioner, steering thousands of dollars to 
local organizations whose leaders con- 
tribute to her campaign. 

State Sen. Marty Golden of Bay Ridge 
and retiring Assemblywoman Adele Cohen 
of Coney Island also play this game, as 
Paul Koepp’s story reveals. 

There’s nothing wrong with private citizens 
giving to politicians’ campaigns. That’s how 
elections are financed in this country. 


And the community groups that have been 
on the receiving end almost always deserve 
the small grants they’ve gotten. 

In most cases, they deserve more public 
money. 

But grants should be awarded based on 
merit, not on which worthy organization has 
the ear of the local lawmaker because its ex- 
ecutive director is a campaign contributor. 

Would equally worthy non-contributors get 
the public money or the lawmaker’s ear? 

Gov.-elect Eliot Spitzer ran under the 
campaign slogan, “On day one, everything 
changes.” 

Here’s a perfect place to start, governor. 


LETTERS 



Ridge morals squad needs a lap dance 


Opting out of 
home delivery 

Every week, we deliver copies of 
The Brooklyn Papers to homes 
throughout Brownstone Brooklyn. 
Our unique system limits deliveries 
to two Papers per building (eliminat- 
ing the kind of clutter caused by cir- 
cular and menu delivery services). 

We hope everyone appreciates 
our free home delivery, but realize 
there are exceptions to every rule. 

If you've received The Paper at 
home and no longer want this 
free service, you may "opt out" 
of our delivery program by filling 
out the online form at BrooklynPa- 
pers.com/html/about/optout.html 


Send a letter 

By mail: Letters Editor, Brooklyn 
Papers, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, 
NY 11201 

By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

By email: 

Letters@BrooklynPapers.com 
All letters must be signed and 
include the writer's home address 
and phone number (only the writer's 
name and neighborhood are pub- 
lished with the letter). Letters may 
be edited and will not be returned. 
The earlier in the week you send 
your letter, the better. 


To the editor, 

Your story, “Ridge strip club cover 
up?” (Dec. 2), which centered on 
whether the new Club Shadows dancers 
would be topless, was crazy! But what 
was worse is the notion that the 
police — at taxpayer expense — would 
be called in to document so-called im- 
moral behavior by the dancers. 

Tax dollars would be better used if 
the same police and judges spent more 
time prosecuting those who commit 
real crimes against individuals or prop- 
erty. Citizens have more to fear from 
murder, arson, rape, muggings, rob- 
beries, auto theft or home break-ins 
than adult entertainers. 

What’s next, the Department of 
Consumer Affairs sending out inspec- 
tors for lap dances? Will they examine 
the breasts of topless dancers to insure 
they are real and not silicone? I would 
love to sign on for this hands-on job 
and protect my fellow citizens from 
potential consumer fraud, but my wife 
would object. 

What consenting adults consume, in- 
hale, perform, read or view in the privacy 
of their own home or private club isn’t 
the concern of government. Individual 
economic and civil liberties prosper best 
when government stays out of both the 
bedroom and marketplace. 

Uptight public officials such as Coun- 
cilmember Vince Gentile and his Moral 
Majority social police followers need a 
lap dance at any adult club to loosen up 
and get a life! Larry Pmner, Great Neck 


Rocksteady 

To the editor, 

In her column last week (“Spirit’s 
cruel, and usual, punishment,” Dec. 2), 
“Smartmom” had three main points 
that were all dead wrong: 

1 . My band, Fiasco, has never had a 
“momager,” and since the time we 
were 12, we’ve booked all our own 
gigs, 100 percent. 

2. The Times article didn’t come to 
us through our parents. 

3. Lucian’s neighbors have, in fact, 
complained, and we have since worked 
out an agreement. Our parents have 
nothing to do with our band, and they 

“Smartmom” is constantly talking 
about how hard her own son works. 
Doesn’t she realize that we work just as 
hard, if not harder? When she states that 
our parents are the sole reason for our 
success, she degrades our hard work. 
Julian Bennett Holmes, Park Slope 
The writer is drummer in 
the kids' rock band, "Fiasco." 

Pooper party 

To the editor, 

I cannot understand dog owners. 
They walk their dogs (sometimes three 
or four on one leash) pick up their mess 
(yikes) and then look for YOUR pail to 
throw it in! What is up with that? 

They should put a special pail with 
a lid on every other comer just for this. 
It irks me to have them throw garbage 


in my pail, with the cover on it, just 
cooking it in the summer heat. It is 
overpowering. 

They need to take it along with them 
and fmd their own pail to put it in. 

Louise Franqui, Red Hook 

God save Kings 

To the editor, 

I greatly despair at seeing the de- 
struction of once-beautiful neighbor- 
hoods. In too many places, magnificent 
homes are being tom down, only to be 
replaced by ugly structures. 

Thank goodness we live in a free 
country, where individuals are able to 
speak out when they feel there is some- 
thing terribly wrong going on. 

People come to Brooklyn thinking 
that freedom means the right to abuse 
their neighbors while doing whatever 
they want with their property. Since 
when does living in a free country 
mean, “The hell with my neighbors! 
It’s my property and I can destroy the 
garden, cut down the trees and put in a 
driveway if I want!” 

Let’s save our beautiful neighbor- 
hoods! 

Rhudi Elizabeth Eagle, Park Slope 

Judging the ‘park’ 

To the editor, 

In spite of the recent ruling in the 
Brooklyn Bridge Park case (“Park 
backers lose waterfront lawsuit,” Dec. 
2), we are not done with this non-park 


yet. Please note that the judge was 
sympathetic to Park Defense Fund’s 
cause. The judge has, in effect, said 
that our elected officials have not car- 
ried out the community’s wish for a 
park and delivered this proposal to the 
developers for their exclusive profit. 

Perhaps it would be worthwhile to 
examine the [organization] that is 
wholeheartedly in favor of this very 
flawed plan — the Brooklyn Heights 
Association. Its membership is secret. 
Does it have members or members’ 
spouses who are also on the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Conservancy or the local 
development corporation — or any 
other group that can reap direct finan- 
cial advantage from this very tight 
connection? 

Are these people just so accustomed 
to having things go their way that what- 
ever they can pay for will be done? The 
current plan is not a park, it is a payoff 
to developers who will probably not be 
rushing to build immediately. 

We must somehow convince our 
compromised electeds that a real park 
is not just in the public’s interest, but 
in their interest. 

This sorry limbo that could have 
been a park will drag on and on because 
the laughable electeds who could make 
it work AS A PARK are still unwilling 
to listen to voices that are not accompa- 
nied by large checks. Shoehoming a 
Concord Village-size project onto a 
floodzone should be illegal and our 
elected officials are outdoing each other 
in its praise. This is disgusting. 

Barbara Charton, Brooklyn Heights 
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Laugh factory 

DUMBO Philosophers peddle satirical gifts for worths & opera buffs 


By Sasha Vasilyuk 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Y ou live in woeful times announces Presi- 
dent Lincoln from the cover of a new gift 
catafog. “You need funny things.” 

And humorous products are, indeed, fea- 
tured therein. 

The DUMBO-based catalog’s pages re- 
veal a curious medley of witty products such 
as the plush “Freudian Slippers”; “Impeach- 
mints,” tasty peach-flavored mints with Pres- 
ident Bush on the tin box; a “Global Warm- 
ing” mug with disappearing coastlines; and 
“Axis of Evil,” a puppet box set with finger- 
size Saddam Hussein, Kim Jong U, Ayatollah 
Khamenei and George W. Bush. 

Who is behind these unique, irony-drenched 
gift ideas? Meet brothers David and Stephan 
Shaw, owners of the Unemployed Philoso- 
phers Guild, who have been perfecting ways of 
making money from politics since the summer 
of 1989, when they sold their first ffeshfy 
baked clay earrings — East Germany for one 
ear. West Germany for the other — for $5 at a 
stand on West Broadway. 

It wasn’t fun-seeking curiosity that drove 
David, a history PhD student, and Stephan, a 
philosophy major undergrad, to the street at 
that tumultuous time. 

“The thing that really got us started was 
that we couldn’t find any work,” says David, 
42, from the Guild’s headquarters in DUM- 
BO, where they have been since 1995. 
“There has never been a business plan. There 
still isn’t really a business plan.” 

Moreover, no one in the company has 
business experience. Instead, the employees’ 
backgrounds are in filmmaking, theater and 
arts. In fact, only the Guild’s art director, who 
designs the products, actually does what he 
studied to do, says David. 

Despite the lack of business expertise, 
however, the Philosophers’ mints, mugs, 
puppets and stationery are now sold in hun- 
dreds of stores throughout the country and 
abroad, says David. 

“ft’s a lot more successful than we thought it 
would be,” he says, attributing their success to 
making things that they would actually want to 
have. “[The business] is growing a lot.” 

Yet for Stephan, who headed the company 
for the first several years, it was initially hard 
to commit to the Guild full-time. 

“It took me a long time to get into this,” 
he says. “I always treated it as this thing I 
had to do just to make a living, and I didn’t 
really want to be doing it even though it was 
creative and sometimes really satisfying and 
fun to make things and find that people want- 
ed to spend their hard-earned money on it.” 
But now, the Shaw Brothers, who live next 
to each other in Park Slope, are constantly 
working on new ideas to expand their business. 

“A lot of it comes from sleepless nights or 
driving around,” explains David. “We like to 
think it up ourselves rather than just knock 
off someone else’s idea.” 

Due to the nature of the products, he ex- 
plains, they are mostly sold in the centers of 
liberalism and inteUectualism such as quirky 



GIFTS 


Serious about humor: In the offices of the DUMBO-based Unemployed Philosophers Guild, 
entrepreneurs Stephan Shaw (left), showing off a Tickle-Me-Freud, and David Shaw, sporting 
a Freudian Slipper, are making a living from their creative, ironic gift items. Their tins of can- 
dy, such as the "Impeachmints" (inset), are best-sellers. 


can be found in the following Brooklyn stores: 
Little Things, 145 Seventh Ave. at Garfield 
Place in Park Slope, (718) 783-4733. 

Nancy Nancy, 244A Fifth Ave. at Carroll 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 789-5262, 
www.nancynancy.com. 

Overtures, 216 Hicks St. at Montague 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 643-9345. 

Shakespeare's Sister, 270 Court St. at 
Butler Street in Cobble Hill, (718) 694-0084, 

employed Philosophers Guild, call (800) 255- 
8371 or visit www.philosophersguild.com. 


independent stores in Brooklyn and San 
Francisco, college bookstores, museum 
shops and coffee houses. David says that 
opera stores are particularly grateful to the 
Guild for giving them something new to sell, 
such as their “Carmen” finger puppet set re- 
plete with music box. 

The holiday season is the company’s most 
profitable time as the two months of frenzied 
gift-buying brings more than half the year’s 
sales says David. 

The most popular products are from their 
political line, says David, which includes 
their tins of mints, such as the aforemen- 
tioned “Impeachmints” and “National Em- 


barrassmints” — also sporting George Bush 
— as well as the four-inch self-explanatory 
foam toy, “Smush Bush.” 

Freud products are also very popular, espe- 
cially in Europe, where “there is more enthusi- 
asm for Freud than commercial 
hostility toward Bush,” ol 

The Shaws discovered ear 
ly that certain historical fig- 
ures attracted the biggest at- 
tention. Since their early 
handmade pins of Einstein, 

Freud and Shakespeare, 
they have expanded to an 
enormous array of puppets 
and beanie babies from 
Socrates in toga to Sherlock 
Holmes in tweed. 

But in the last couple of years, products 
mocking President Bush have remained on top. 
The Unemployed Philosophers started selling 
them at the beginning of 2004, but by election 
time, they were worried about their sales. 

“He won, and we thought this was so de- 
pressing that nobody is gonna want to buy a sil- 
ly tin of mints,” David remembers. ‘It’s true, 
there was about a month where we didn’t sell a 



lot of Bush stuff, but by December 2004, we 
were selling more than we ever did before the 
election. I think, in a way, it was the only outlet 
for your Bush haired. 

“We definitely benefited from this awful 
president,” he continues. ‘It’s gonna take 
years ’til people hate the next 
president. We are trying to 
think ahead. So much of our 
business is anti-Bush, and 
Bush has only two years left. 
So, we’ve been talking about 
stationery. We just designed a 
[greeting] card with Gore, a 
card of McCain.” 

The Guild owners try to im- 
plement change by donating a 
portion of their profits to politi- 
cal candidates and various chari- 
ties. They are even thinking of writing 
a political book. But their long-term plans are 
still a bit uncertain. All they know for certain is 
that they don’t want to sell the Unemployed 
Philosophers Guild. 

“I’m not sure what we would do if we 
sold it,” says David. “We’d probably create 
another company, because it is fun coming 
up with these ideas.” 


Harvey’s ‘Song’ 

Gallery Players carry a ‘Torch? for Fierstein 



Seth Rudetsky stars in the Gallery Players' 
production of "Torch Song Trilogy." 


By Karen Butler 

for Th e Brooklyn Papers.. 

D ecades after Bensonhurst native Harvey Fier- 
stein wrote and starred in the gay classic, 
‘Torch Song Trilogy,” his groundbreaking col- 


lection of one-act plays is still widely considered a 
brilliant, relevant work. 

Park Slope’s Gallery Players, of which Fierstein 
is a founding member, is presenting a new produc- 
tion of “Torch Song Trilogy” through Dec. 10. Di- 
rected by Stephen Nachamie, this staging features 


well-known actor/comedian/musical director/radio 
personality, Seth Rudetsky, as Arnold, the semi-au- 
tobiographical character Fierstein originated. 

Set in the 1970s, the show follows Arnold, a 
young drag queen, as he struggles to find his place 
in a predominantly straight world. 

“It’s the most exciting time,” Rudetsky told GO 
Brooklyn in a phone interview Tuesday. “I would lit- 
erally do the show every day of my life if I could. I 
love it so much. It’s so brilliantly written. I can’t be- 
lieve it didn’t win the Pulitzer Prize. It’s so thrilling 
to be able to do something I think is so meaningful 
and yet so entertaining. It is so hilarious and so mov- 
ing, and yet it’s so important for people to see.” 

For the irrepressible Rudetsky, working with a 
See TORCH on page 10 


Craft bonanza 

Where can you find music, complimentary cock- 
tails and handmade gifts this time of year? Try the 
spectacular “Holiday Craftacular” held in Williams- 
burg on Saturday, Dec. 9. 

For the admission price of $1, you can combine a 
shopping marathon with that ever-elusive concept: 
fun. Crafters are 
flying in from all 
over the country 
for this event, 
bringing their 
handmade hand- 
bags, knitwear, 
ornaments, jew- 
elry and cards. 

Unique, DIY- 
style items are 
in this season. 

So, if you are 
looking to 
please that certain someone who 
seems to have everything and need nothing, check 
out Tiny Rat’s Michael Jackson needlepoint 
(above), tattooed towels by Jenny Hart of Sublime 
Stitching, or a funky 
blouse (at left) by Fort 
Greene’s own Yana 
Gorbulsky of Su- 
payana, who was fea- 
tured in “BUST’ maga- 
zine earlier this year. 

To help ease the 
pain of parting with 
your hard-earned dol- 
lars, there is the free 
cocktail hour from 6 pm 
to 7 pm as well as an ar- 
ray of DJs keeping up 
the energy. And if your 
feet are not too tired after you’ve crossed everyone 
off your list, you can even shake it on the dance 

Has anyone else come up with a better alternative 
to shopping at the mall? 

"BUST Magazine's 2006 Holiday Craftacular" is 
Dec. 9, from 1 1 am to 9 pm, at Warsaw, 261 Drig- 
gs Ave. at Eckford Street in Williamsburg. Tickets 
are $1. For more information, call (718) 387-0505 
or visit the Web site www.bust.com/craftacular. 

— Sasha Vasilyuk 




DANCE 


Ballet at Poly 

Since 1980, members of the Vicky Simegiatos 
Dance Company have been sharing their love for 
ballet with the Brooklyn community by offering 
performances to the public. 

This Dec. 22 and 23, they will perform “The 
Nutcracker” in Bay Ridge choreographed by 
Simegiatos and her daughter Matina and set to 
Tchaikovsky’s music. 

The dance company’s cast of students and 
teachers will be joined by two special guest stars: 
Jenifer Ringer and Charles Askegard, two world- 
renowned principal dancers from the New York 
City Ballet. 

Playing the roles of the Sugar Plum Fairy and 
her Cavalier, 
these two profes- 
sional artists will 
give these young 
students, whose 
ages range from 
10 to 20, an in- 
credible opportu- 
nity to perform 
with the world’s 
best, and provide 
Bay Ridge bal- 
letomanes with a 
production stud- 
ded with New 
York City Ballet 
dancers right in 
their own back- 

The Simegia- 
tos company’s af- 
fordable ticket 
prices are possi- 
ble because all of the dancers, designers, rehearsal 
assistants and choreographers are not paid, ac- 
cording to company board member Karen 
Shapiro. 

“We do this strictly for the love of dance,” said 
Shapiro. 

With studios in Bay Ridge, Bensonhurst and 
Sunset Park, the non-profit company strives to en- 
rich Brooklyn’s cultural education while giving 
young and talented students the opportunity to re- 
ceive dance training for free. 

Led by Vicky Simegiatos, the company’s 
founder, and Matina — who is an alumni of the 
School of American Ballet and has had an exten- 
sive career in the ballet world performing in the 
New York City Ballet as well as on Broadway, the 
production expects to not only achieve profession- 
al quality, but the Richard Perry Theater at Poly 
Prep, where “The Nutcracker” will be staged, sup- 
plies the “perfect setting,” said Shapiro. 

Vicky Simegiatos Dance Company presents 
"The Nutcracker" on Dec. 22 and 23 at 7 pm in 
the Richard Perry Theater on the campus of 
Poly Prep Country Day School, 9216 Seventh 
Ave. at 92nd Street in Bay Ridge. Tickets are 
$25-$35. For more information, visit the Web 
site www.vspac.com or call (888) 286-0365. 

— Giacomo Maniscalco 
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Oui, oui! 


Williamsburg s quaint bistro 
serves French comfort food 
classics with great service 


By Tina Barry 

for The Brooklyn Papers 


0 


comer in a still gritty section 
of Williamsburg stands a tiny 


At night, the fresh coat of white 
paint and new outdoor tables are the 
few signs that Gribouille is a recent ad- 


DINING 


Gribouille (2 Hope St. at Roebling 
Street in Williamsburg) accepts American 
Express, Discover, MasterCard and Visa. A 


evenings until 10 pm; a la carte entrees: 
$11.50-$22.95. Tne patisserie is open 
from 8 am to 7 pm Tuesday, Wednesday 


ind Sunday and from 8 

nonaays Bril 
;nds, from 10 


Thur 


neighborhood. In- 
side, the mix of 
antiques, old 
wooden pastry 
case and fading, 
gilt-edged mirrors 
would suggest that 
the chef of this 
quaint place has 
been dishing out 
traditional bistro 
fare with little fan- 
fare to generations 
of satisfied locals. 

The boite that 
was opened in 
March by Parisian ex-pat Timothee 
Spitzer and chef Anthony Cottet began 
as a patisserie. Lunches, a popular 
brunch and recently dinner (served 
Thursday through Saturday) were 
added when customers began request- 
ing savory items to complement the 
sweet offerings. 

The dishes on Cottet’s menu look 
and taste like something from the 


kitchen of a French “maman.” It’s Gal- 
lic comfort food: classic, no frills fare, 
prepared with love and served with lit- 
tle flourish. Gribouille (pronounced 
gree-BOO-ee) may refer to Scribble, a 
cartoon character on French TV, in 
name, but it is the place you come to 
after a late night out or whenever you 
want to linger over adult pleasures such 
as carefully pre- 
pared, deeply fla- 
vored fare in a 
place without atti- 
tude — a rare find 
in this increasing- 
ly trend-driven 
neighborhood. 

We opened a 
bottle of Pinot 
Noir (it’s B.Y.O.B. 
until the long- 
awaited wine li- 
i granted) 


:o 10 pi 

day and Saturday. Closed 
inch is served on the week- 

._ am to 4 pm. Take the L train 

Bedford or Lorimer Streets. For more 
information, call (718) 384-31 00 or visit the 
Web site, www.gribouillenewyoHccom. 


and tore 


Alsatian pizza on the menu. It’s a 
crusty, thin round of chewy, brittle 
dough topped lightly with a layer of 
sharp Gruyere cheese and scattered 
with slices of porcini mushrooms that 
left a lingering piney, earth scent about 
our table. It’s a lovely dish to start the 
meal and would be just as delectable 
with coffee during a leisurely breakfast. 

I’m tired of butternut soup that could 



Petite pleasures: Gribouille owner Timothee Spitzer serves up the pork 
loin entree on Sunday. (Above left) Chef Anthony Cottet's Petrossian 
salmon appetizer is topped with a sprinkling of capers, small cubes of 
tomatoes, a dab of whipped creme fraiche and a squeeze of lemon. 


double for pumpkin pie filling. Cottet’s 
version is fight, subtly flavored with 
curry for a touch of heat and freshened 
with lemon. 

Slices of Petrossian salmon with a 
delicate hint of smokiness came topped 
with a sprinkling of capers and small 
cubes of tomatoes. A dab of whipped 
creme fraiche and a squeeze of lemon 
cut the richness of the fish. 

Ordering pork loin can be danger- 
ous. Roasting the lean cut can cause it 
to dry out. Here, it’s surprisingly moist 
with luscious, crusty pieces of fat 
clinging to the rim of each juicy slice. 
The meat is drizzled with a bit of a 
creamy sauce flavored with leeks, and 
it’s served with an ideal partner: A big 
square of crisp-edged potato gratin 
that separates into tender, rich layers 
when cut. Half of a small roasted 
tomato, fragrant with fresh rosemary, 
and a spear of asparagus added color 
to the plate. 

There’s a buttery hanger steak on the 


menu that is great eating. It’s served with 
an “au poivre” sauce heavily laced with 
black peppercorns that deepens the rich 
taste of die meat. Accompanied by that 
lusty potato gratin, the dish is especially 
satisfying on a blustery night. 

It’s surprising that a dessert at a 
bistro that began as a patisserie would 
supply the one off-note to our meal. 
The crust of our lemon tart that sur- 
rounded a creamy, pleasandy bider cen- 
ter was too thick and soggy edged. A 
puff of vanilla and bourbon mousse 
atop a round of moist sponge cake was 
just sweet enough with a welcome 

There’s a quiet pleasure to every- 
thing at Gribouille: the straight-up, well 
prepared bistro fare; music kept to a 
soft hum in the background; and a staff 
whose attentiveness shifts from cod- 
dling to unobtrusive according to the 
diner’s needs. 

Doesn’t sound like Williamsburg? 
That’s reason enough to visit. 


Northern exposure 


It’s beder not to get too attached to a 
Smith Street restaurant as they come and 
go quickly. So broken-hearted fans of the 
short-lived Taku take heart. The restau- 
rant’s owner and chef, Adam Shepherd, 
plans on re-establishing the eatery early 
next year in lower Manhattan. 

But Brooklyn hasn’t lost the cook 
yet. On Oct. 7, Shepherd opened 
Lunetta in Taku’s former space. 

Lunetta (which means “lidle 
moon”) said “arrivederci” to the East 
and welcomed in the North — North- 
ern Italian, to be exact — with an af- 
fordable, small-plate menu. 

“Lunetta walks the line between a 
wine bar and a restaurant,” says Shep- 
herd. At the moment, there are 24 Ital- 
ian varieties available by the glass and 
carafe. The dishes, which Shepherd 
says, “are great for sharing,” include 
fried artichokes (pictured) with lemon 
and herbs; pumpkin ravioli with 



smoked bacon and mushrooms; and 
several vegetarian side dishes like cau- 
liflower “bagna cauda” (garlic and an- 
chovy sauce). 

“It was sad to rip down the cherry 
blossom wallpaper,” says Shepherd of 
the previous Asian-inspired decor. The 
current “clubby” feeling is manufac- 
tured from tufted red leather ban- 
quettes that replaced the previous 
wooden tables, and the walls are now 
painted pale gold. Come summer, 
there is a 30-seat garden in the back. 

Lunetta (116 Smith St. between 
Dean and Pacific streets in Boreum 
Hill) accepts American Express, Mas- 
terCard and Visa. Dishes: $3-$16. 
The restaurant serves dinner Tues- 
day through Sunday. Closed Mon- 
days. Subway: F or G to Bergen 
Street. For more information, call 
(718) 488-6269 or visit the Web site 
www.lunetta.com. — Tina Barry 
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BEST MARGARITA IN BROOKLYN 

Tex, Mexicans Cuisi 

Reasonable Prices 
FREE DELIVERY! 

'EXICAL 1 
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141 Court Street 
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Private Party Room Accommodates Up To 50 People 
Office Parties, Reunions, Graduations, Showers, Christenings & More! 


HWEB . (718) 238-9447 
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SPECIALTIES 

• Homemade Mole Poblano Sauce 

• Gringas 

(roast pork quesadlllas with pineapple & 

• Enchiladas Oaxquehas 

(exotic red sauce with Oxada cheese) 


• Tequila Mojitos 




in Sunset Park: (718) 686-8151 & (718) 633-1006 

Open 7 days: M-Th llam-midnight, F & Sat llam-2am * i s* 


I .„ 

CHEESECAKE $15 

(30% off 2nd cake) ' '/ 

Fresh Squeezed Juice & Espresso q^NING^ 
Sushi Rolls & Teriyaki Box Vi 1 

Field Green, Wrap & Sandwich Zone, Soups 

Morning Breakfast from 6:30am-11am 

Cafe Hours: Mon. to Sat. 6:30am-7:30pm * Sun. 9am-7:30pm 

8701 5th Avenue, Brooklyn (bet. 86th & 87th Street) 

Tel 718.238.0888 • No Delivery 
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ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT 


Look to local boutiques for gifts for the whole family 


By Sasha Vasilyuk and Christie Rizk 

for The Brooklyn Papers 


s Warming 
hostess gift 

Miya sake set (at right), $1 7.99. At 
American Housewares, 85 Court St. 
at Livingston Street in Downtown 
Brooklyn, (718) 243-0844. 


* Safari snuggler 

Fun Bath giraffe comfort blankie (above), $1 2. At Ola 
Baby, 315 Court St. at Degraw Street in Carroll Gar- 
dens, (718) 422-1978, www.olababy.com. 


; 3 Surprise inside 

Grasshopper ornament (above) that doubles as a jew- 
eled box, $30. At A Brooklyn Table, 140 Atlantic Ave. 
at Clinton Street in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 422-7650, 
www.abrooklyntable.com. 


* For her boudoir 

Welforth perfume bottle and tray set (at left), 
$195. (Pieces also sold separately.) At Jewels By 
Satnick, 187 State St. at Court Street in Downtown 
Brooklyn, (718) 852-1421. 


Let her choose 

Gift of Beauty gift certificate (at left), price 
f- varies. At Elan Salon & Day Spa, 1 57 Sev- 
enth Ave. at Garfield Place in Park Slope, 
(718) 789-1700, www.elansalonandspa.com. 


0 Rockin’ around the 
Christmas tree 

Fat Strat Pak includes Fender Squier Strat with hum- 
bucking pickup and Fender's Versatile Frontman 
15G Amplifier with distortion channel and more 
(below), $279.99. At Sam Ash Music Store, 2600 
Flatbush Ave. opposite Kings Plaza Shopping Mall, 
(718) 951-3888, www.samashmusic.com. 


$ Holiday memento 

Pet portrait (above), $6 for 4x6-inch photo - $15 for 
2 4x6-inch photos and 8 wallets. At Puppy Paradise, 
2082 Flatbush Ave. at Avenue P in Marine Park, (718) 
252-7877, www.puppyparadise.com. 


0 Brooklyn 
pride 

Enamoo Bklyn 
Onesie (at right), 
$28. At Ola 
Baby, 315 i 

Court St. at 4 

Degraw Street 
in Carroll Gardens, 
(718)422-1978, 
www.olababy.com. 
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his \£z (poliday season, 
- ^ have a ball at 

Lauras Restaurant. 


home celebrate a very special Christmas 
Ive with us. Enjoy an array of delicious 
Italian specialties, or our Traditional 
Christmas Eve Seafood Dimter. 


We are also open for a spectacular 
New Year’s Eve, serving our most deliciov 
family recipes. Join our family, friendi 
zionados as we ring in the New Y 


Happy Holidays fro 


DELICIOUS 
~ O YOU. 


OR, If you prefer, we can deliver our delicious 
DISHES ANO'-HOLIDAY CHEER DIRECTLY TO 1 


' s (718)436-3715 

1235 Prospect Avenue, Comer of Reeve Place, Brooklyn NY 
Off the Fort Hamilton Parkway F train stop. 


Got Lighting? 

We’re New York’s largest lighting store! 



The Victoria Collection 
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Normandie Court 

floor lamps • table lamps • lampshades 
repairs • ceiling fans • low voltage lighting 
MIRRORS • TABLES • DECORATIVE ACCESSORIES 



Everything in lighting. . . Discounted! 

1073 39th Street (718) 436-2207 


(corner Ft. Hamilton Pkwy) 

); Wed. CLOSED; Tl 



celebration of the 
jewish documentary 

Explore Jewish issues through fine films of 
artistic excellence and examine universal 
Jewish themes through post-film dialogue 
with directors, actors, filmmakers, critics 
and scholars. 

B’NAI AVRAHAM 

117 REMSEN STREET, BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 


Protocols of Zion (2004) 

Saturday, December 9th, 8pm 
Directed by: Marc Levin 
Running time: 95 min 
Suggested donation $5 

Marc Levin gives us an explosive exploration of resurgent anti-Semitism in the 
wake of September 11th. Levins film draws its inspiration from an encounter he 
had in a New York taxi not long after 9/1 1, in which his driver, an Egyptian 
immigrant, made the disturbing claim that the Jews had been warned not to go 
to work at the World Trade Center on the day of the attack. He then said that 
“it’s all written in the book. The Protocols of the Elders of Zion. ” Levin engages 
in a free-for-all dialogue with Arab Americans, Black nationalists, Christian 
evangelists and White supremacists. Levins confrontational conversations form a 
probing and provocative portrait of our so-called modern civilization caught in 
the grips of a most ancient hatred. 

Followed by a Q&A with Simcha Weinstein 
(former associate of the British Film commission) 


everybody welcome. 

for more information or to make a reservation, 
please contact levana: 718.596.4840 ext. 18 
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Atypical casting 

4 Moravian Bjork 9 head cast of 6 Don Juan 
in Prague 9 at BAM Harvey Theater 


By Kevin Filipski 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

T he Brooklyn Academy of Music’s 
offering to culminate the 250th an- 
niversary of Mozart’s birth is, typi- 
cally for this forward-looking institu- 
tion, anything but conventional. 

“Don Juan in Prague,” which had its 
world premiere at Bard College’s Sum- 
merscape in 2003, will enjoy its New 
York premiere Dec. 13-16 in the BAM 
Harvey Theater as part of the 24th Next 
Wave Festival. 

An adaptation of Mozart’s classic 
opera “Don Giovanni,” “Don Juan in 
Prague” moves the lecherous and im- 
mortal rogue fashioned by the brilliant 
librettist Lorenzo da Ponte to the Czech 
city, which is linked to Mozart’s music 
in many ways: the composer lived there 
for a time, composing and premiering 
several of his works there, including 
“Don Giovanni.” 

According to David Chambers, the 
adapter and director of “Don Juan in 
Prague,” there were many strands at 
work that brought about this production. 

“In 2003, Bard College began its 
Summerscape festival, an extension of 
its Bard Music Festival, which concen- 
trates on one composer each year,” 
Chambers told GO Brooklyn in an ex- 
clusive telephone interview from his 
office at Yale University’s School of 
Drama, where he is Professor of Direct- 
ing. “That year, with Czech composer 
Leos Janacek as the focus of the festi- 
val, the school also opened its new arts 
center, designed by Frank Gehry. 

“So the idea was to surround Janacek’s 
music with events related to Czech and 
Moravian culture, and I thought of two 
things: Mozart, because of his relation- 
ship to Prague, and Iva Bittova, a Mora- 
vian violinist/singcr/actrcss.” 



New 'Don Giovanni': David Chambers's innovative opera, "Don Juan in 
Prague," features singer Iva Bittova and a Czech quintet whose music is 
digitally processed. 


Bittova — who is playing the pivotal 
role of Donna Elvira, the noblewoman 
spiritually ruined by the Don — is an 
iconoclastic singer-performance artist 
whose closest comparisons are the likes 
of Bjork, Laurie Anderson and Yoko 
Ono. After hearing a single recording 
of hers, Chambers was transfixed. 

Needless to say, Bittova wasn’t en- 
tirely convinced that she was the right 
choice for a lead role in one of the fa- 
mous — and vocally daunting — op- 
eras ever written. 

“When we first approached her, she 
happened to be in the States,” Cham- 
bers explained. “She must have thought 
we were crazy: ‘Why would you want 
me to do this? I don’t understand.’ She 
thought we would go away eventually. 
She was really baffled that we would 

“Later, after we made a pilgrimage 


to Bmo, near where she lives 
Moravia, she finally realized we w 
serious. And at the same time, she \ 
also looking for a 
musical change in 
her career,” he 
continued. 

Casting a singer 
not known for 
standard classical- 

only one element 
that makes “Don 
Juan in Prague” the 
antithesis of con- 
ventional opera, 
the director admit- 
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he noted. 

“There were other traditions that we 
looked at as well,” Chambers contin- 
ued. “Instead of a full orchestra, we 
originally used a quartet, with the play- 
ers’ music fed through a bank of com- 
puters and then digitally processed. It’s 
still Mozart’s music, but it’s a new way 
of hearing it, if you will: it’s been 
remixed slightly, with interesting- 
sounding tweaks.” 

Remixing Mozart’s music is some- 
thing Chambers felt compelled to do in 
order to update this opera. 

“I listen to a lot of electronic music 
— I love Fat Boy Slim — and the tech- 
nology intrigues me,” he explained. 
“That such powerful sounds can be 
made with a bunch of machines is in- 
teresting. So I thought that we should 
use that idea to digitally treat the pri- 
mary sounds of our piece.” 

The string quartet Ethyl performed 
the music at the Bard premiere, but for 
the BAM performances, a Czech quin- 
tet, The Agon Orchestra of Prague, will 
play the reduction of Mozart’s score, 
having already done so at recent per- 
formances in the ensemble’s home- 


Although not originally slated for 
BAM, Chambers admits to a series of 
fortunate events at Bard in 2003 lead- 
ing to this month’s “Don Juan in 
Prague” Brooklyn premiere. 

“Of course, premiering this work 
was a big experiment, and since there 
were some technical problems, I was 
prepared for total disaster,” conceded 
Chambers. “But the audience response 
was overwhelming at each perform- 
ance, so we relaxed a tittle bit. Then 
someone said that this production real- 
ly belongs ir 


MUSIC 


rater, 651 


plays at the 


Fort Greene, Dec. 13-16 at 7:30 pm. 
Tickets are $20, $35, $50 and $60. A 
BAMdialogue with David Chambers 
takes place Dec. 14 at 6 pm at the BAM 
Rose Cinemas, 30 Lafayette Ave. at Ash- 
land Place in Fort Greene; tickets are $8 
($4 for Friends of BAM). For more infor- 
mation, call (718) 636-4100 or visit the 


“By adding Iva into it — and al- 
though she’s not an opera singer, she 
sings beautifully — we’ve already un- 
stabitized the usual operatic traditions,” 


Harvey Theater, 
and we looked at 
each other and 
said, ‘Why not?’ 
“Then, out of 
the blue, [Brook- 
lyn Academy of 
Music Executive 
Producer] Joe 
Melillo called a 
few days later, 
since he had 
heard good things 
about it. And here 
we are. Of course, we have revised 
things somewhat from the original pro- 
duction, but, purely by accident, we fit 
into the Harvey.” 


TORCH... 

Continued from page 7 
cast he adores and starring in a 
show he has treasured all his 
life is truly a dream come true. 

“I was the president of ITS, 
the International Thespian Soci- 
ety, and I went to go see it when 
I was still in high school, and I 
found my old diary entry and I 
wrote: ‘Saw ‘Torch Song Trilo- 
gy.” It was fantastic! That lead 
guy has a weird speaking voice,’ 
” he said, referring to Fierstein’s 
trademark, raspy elocution. “So, 
I remember seeing it on Broad- 
way and I remember loving it” 

Admitting he was a bit daunt- 
ed by the notion of following in 
the footsteps of the five-time 
Tony Award-winner, Rudetsky 
says he initially saw the role as 
“so Harvey” that he wondered 
how he should approach it. 

“Especially the Brookly- 
nese,” he confided. “And there 
is tike weird grammatical 
stuff. . .that, obviously, is the 
way he talks, and I was like: ‘It’s 
not me! It’s not me! ’ And I was 
freaking out” 

The actor says he was final- 
ly able to embrace the role and 
make it his own after a friend 
encouraged him to release his 
need to “be” Harvey Fierstein. 

“Now I feel tike it is com- 
pletely me,” he related. “I just 
got an e-mail from some guy 
saying, ‘I can’t believe how 
natural you are saying these 
tines.’ And that made me so 
happy, because I really feel 
tike I’m just me now. It does- 
n’t feel like I have to be Har- 
vey at all.” 

While Rudetsky has consid- 


erable experience holding i 
stage — he not only hosts the 


will continue to be in- 
spired by how Arnold, consid- 


radio show “Seth’s Broadway ered by some in his life a 
Chatterbox,” but he also lowest of the low,” is able to fig- 


i been his 
lenging role 
the play is so tong. 

“’Rhapsody in Seth’ was an 
hour and 20 minutes, and this 
is double that,” he noted. “I’ve 
never, ever done anything tike 
this, but [Nachamie] was very 
good. We kind of took it play 
by play, a play a week and I 
would just kind of 
memorize a play a 
week, so that was 
kind of the most 
demanding thing. 

“And then I was 
very intimidated 
reading the thing, 
thinking: ‘Oh my 
God! How am I 
ever going to be 
this emotional on 
stage?’ Because I 
have never played 
anything this emotional. I 
pretty much a comedian, and 
every role I’ve ever played has 


ful life for himself,” Rudetsky 
date because explained. “When you see if it 
just makes you want to live a 
better life. You see someone 
who could have felt awful about 
himself and made all of the 
wrong choices and become sui- 
cidal and instead he’s tike: 
‘You’re all messed up! I’m not 
going to be an angry person and 


THEATER 


The Gallery Players' production of 
Torch Song Trilogy" continues through 
Dec. 10 on Thursdays, Fridays and Satur- 
days at 7:30 pm and Sundays at 3^pm. The 

"ourth and Fifth avenues in Park Slope, 
rickets are $1 8 for adults and $1 4 for sen- 


healthy life and let love into it.’ 
And that’s what happens. It’s 
pretty much been comedy. And very inspirational ... Plus, I 


i been interested 
in playing an emotional role.” 
But Rudetsky says the text is 
so “well-written,” he had no 
need to use tricks of the acting 
trade — tike thinking of dead 
puppies or ailing parents — to 
conjure up tears. 

“I don’t have to do anything 
to be crying in the show,” he 
confessed. “I so connect with 
the emotions, it’s not hard at all. 
It’s really an honor and a joy.” 
The actor says he thinks audi- 


think, it really opens people’s 
eyes to the prejudice against gay 
people.” 

Rudetsky says the show ef- 
fectively conveys how hard it 
is to be gay when every 
movie, book and billboard cel- 
ebrates heterosexual life. 

“That’s incredible pressure to 
grow up with,” emphasized the 
winner of Stand-Up New 
York’s “Funniest Gay Male” 
award. “That the world is 
straight and you’re not. This 


was in the 1970s when he 
wrote this, and it’s still relevant 
today. It’s so not dated. If any- 
thing, it’s ahead of this time!” 

So, what does Fierstein 
think of this new production 
of his work? 

“He’s sent supportive e-mails 
back and forth,” director 
Nachamie said. “He’s busy on 
some other projects at the mo- 
ment, but he will be coming to 
see the show at some point, we 
hear. He was very supportive of 
the casting choice of Seth. 

“He gave us some words of 
wisdom before we started pro- 
duction, and he’s been very 
supportive. [He told us] just to 
stick to the truth of the play. 
That even though everybody 
kind of thinks of the character 
as him, that it is written about 
a guy who is a certain age. He 
is going through his late 20s, 
early 30s, kind of finding his 
identity and defining his rela- 
tionships in the world.” 

In a small theater where au- 
dience members sometimes feel 
comfortable enough to talk 
back to the stage, it’s easy to see 
how an actor might be anxious 
about the playwright and origi- 
nator of his role coming to 
watch him perform. That said, 
Rudetsky says he was thrilled to 
hear Fierstein intends to drop by 
for a performance. 

“It would he such an honor 
to have him see me do it, be- 


cause I am so respectful of his 
work,” Rudetsky said. “It 
would be amazing to have him 
there, but I would definitely be 
incredibly intimidated. I told 
everybody in the cast not to tell 
me, but, of course, I’m going to 
hear some crazy laugh, and I’ll 
know that it’s him.” 
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Celebrate 
New Year’s Eve 


With a Sumptuous Four-course Dinner at 

Marco Polo Ristorante 

In our ekfjant Private Upstairs Banquet Boom 
Sunday, f Deeem6er 31, 2006 8:30pm to 2:00 am 
Champagne at Midnight • Open Bar H(( Night 
Live DJ, Nats & Noise Makers 


t 


I 



$100 per person (plus tax & gratuity) 

$60 per child under 12 years 
We are also offering a Special Christmas 
& New Year’s Eve a la carte menu 

Marco Polo Ristorante 

345 Court St. (comer of Union) 

Make Reservations Early! Cad Now (718) 852-5015 
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AUTHENTIC DOMINICAN CUISINE 

“Coma. Como en su Casa” 

(eat like at home) 

Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - $14.70 
Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat - $29.90 



4408 5th Ave. m. 44th & 45 th sts.) (718) 438-2009 
Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • II t ILa.Ha 
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(jg= conEdison 


Put your money 
where it counts. 

Stay warm and save 
7% on your energy 
supply when you 
choose your provider 
with Con Edison’s 
Power/Wove. 


This heating season, choose your ESCO (energy 
supply company) and get a 7% discount off the 
Con Edison price for energy supply for two months. 
Con Edison’s Power/Wove makes it easy to choose 
and switch to the right energy supplier for you. Just 
go to PowerYourWay.com or call 1-877-MOVE-234. 
Of course, Con Edison will continue to deliver safe, 
reliable service no matter which ESCO you choose. 
So make the switch and start saving today. 





December Fun at 

Union 
Temple 

$ $ $ $ 4 $ $ 

Book Fair 

Great Books for children and adults. Jewish holidays, his 
biography, fiction, activity books and more! 

Dec. 10 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
$ £ £ $ $ $ $ 

Special Author Appearance! 

Up, Up and Oy Vey 

How did Jewish hi 


Dec. 10 at 10:00 a.m. 

$ $ $ $ $ =0! 

Special Artist Appearance! 

Art Show and Sale: 
Mordechai Rosenstein 

Meet world-famous artist and calligrapher Mordechai 
perfect for Chanuka gift-giving! 

Dec. 10 at 3:00 p.m. 

S0! $ $ # # $ $ 

Family Chanuka Party 

Candle lighting, music, pot luck dinner, and lots of latkes! 
You bring a dish to share 
dessert. The partying bi 
Shabbat service. 

Dec. 15 at 6:15 p.m. 

$ $ $ $ $ 

First Fridays: Family Service & Potluck Dinner 
Dec. 1 at 6:30 p.m. 

First Saturdays: Tot Shabbat 
Dec. 2 at 9:45 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 


Dec. 17 at 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Union Temple of Brooklyn 

- A Reform Jewish Congregation - 

17 Eastern Parkway at Grand Army Plaza 

Dr. Linda Henry Goodman, Rabbi • 718-638-7600 


Brooklyn Doe House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

A A 718 222-4900 

V\ 7am-l0pm weekdays, Qam-lOom weekends 


2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 
web cams - waten your dog play 
curbside pick up and drop off 
air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
individual attention 

multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

327 DOUglaSS (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


WHO'S J 
YOUR 
DOGGY 

Premium Pet Food & Supply J 


197 Adelphi Street (Corner of Willoughby Avenue) 

WE DELIVER 718-522-5244 


Fast Alterations 
Dry Cleaning 



Tailor J. Inc. 

278 73rd St. 
(718) 833-8725 

tailorj.com 
Mon-Sat: 8:00am-7pm 
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Reed plays ‘Berlin’ live 


At long last, music fans will get to hear 
Lou Reed’s seminal 1973 album, “Berlin,” 
performed live and in its entirety by the rock 
legend himself. 

Along with singers Sharon Jones and 
Antony, and musicians Rupert Christie, Steve 
Hunter, Fernando Saunders, Tony Smith, Rob 
Wasserman, the Brooklyn-born singer, song- 
writer and musician is scheduled to perform the 
cult favorite at St. Ann’s Warehouse in DUM- 
BO from Dec. 14 through Dec. 17. 

Directed and designed by artist and film- 
maker Julian Schnabel, who hails from Ocean 
Parkway, this “theatricalized” concert version 
of “Berlin” features five new songs, complet- 
ing Reed’s devastating exploration of loneli- 
ness, depression and the dark side of man as 
seen through the eyes of a drug-addicted cou- 
ple struggling with their demons in the Ger- 
man capital. 


The show will also be performed live in 
Australia next month as part of the Sydney 
Festival. 

Kicking off a career that has spanned more 
than 40 years, Reed fronted The Velvet Un- 
derground, an influential rock band which 
was briefly managed by artist Andy Warhol, 
and which set itself apart from its contempo- 
raries by daring to sing about a gritty world 
of sex and drugs during the 1960s and 1970s. 
Inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame in 1996, some of the band’s most fa- 
mous songs are “Heroin,” “Sweet Jane,” 
“Rock and Roll,” “White Light/White Heat” 
and “Sister Ray.” 

Since launching his solo career in 1971, the 
now 63-year-old Reed has continuously rein- 
vented himself, morphing between campy 
glam-rock, punk- and rock-star personas and 
recording albums like “Transformer,” “Metal 


Machine Music,” “Sally Can’t Dance,” “Coney 
Island Baby,” “The Blue Mask,” “New Sensa- 
tions,” “Magic and Loss,” “Ecstasy” and most 
recently, “The Raven.” He is best-known to 
mainstream listeners for his underground an- 
them, “Walk on the Wild Side.” Reed’s solo 
work and collaborations with the Velvet Under- 
ground have also been cited as the inspiration 
for generations of bands. 

Lou Reed's "Berlin" will be performed at 
St. Ann's Warehouse (38 Water Street be- 
tween Main and Dock streets in DUMBO) 
from Dec. 14 through Dec. 17 at 8 pm. 
Tickets to the world premiere performanc- 
es are $65 and can be purchased through 
the St. Ann's Warehouse box office: by 
phone at (718) 254-8779 or in person, 
Tuesday through Saturday, from 1 pm to 7 
pm. Tickets are also available online at 
www.ticketweb.com. — Karen Butler 
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BOERUM HILL 

Hank’s Saloon 



he Arkhams, Midnight, FREE. 

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 

Magnetic Field 

97 Atlantic Ave. at Henry Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 834-0069, 
www.magneticbrooklyn.com. 

Sea Devils, 8 pm, $6, Switched On!, a dan m 
1 1 pm, FREE; Dec. 10: Fun Dip Variety Ho 


Night of the Cookers 

767 Fulton St. at South Portland Avenue in Fo 
Greene, (718) 797-1197. 

GREENPOINT 

Club Exit 

147 Greenpoint Ave. at Manhattan Avenue in 
Greenpoint, (718) 349-6969, www.club-exit.com. 
Saturdays: DJ Dance Party, 10 pm, $15 (ladies FREE 

Europa Night Club 

98 Meserole Ave. at Manhattan Avenue in Green- 
point, (718) 383-5723, www.europaclub.com. 

‘ ys: VIP Dance Party, * ' 



Pool party: Witches in Bikinis will perform as part of the Emergenza Festi- 
val at The Hook in Red Hook on Dec. 9 at 1 1 pm. 





€l& pamper your body while we invigorate your smile. 






The first thing you’ll notice when you walk through our doors is 
the scent of freshly baked bread or cookies. Right from the start, 
you’ll know that were not your average dental office. We’re 
The Dental Spa of New York and we offer your family members 
all the latest, gentlest ways to enhance their smiles - while cater- 


ing to th 


;-of-the-art people-pleasing technology, including 

l, voice-activated charting, cosmetic videc 
ras and digital radiography, which makes 
i family's dental care easier, safer and more convenient than 
r. Plus we have a cappuccino and juice bar, massage chairs, 
sic headphones, DVD glasses and movies, wireless Internet 
:ss . . . and, of course, bread and cookies ... to help you relax. 


Call (718) 965-6298 

WWW.THEDENTALSPANY.COM 


Half Off Professional Whitening* 

Take the first step to a whiter, brighter smile. 

It’s easy, safe and affordable. Your choice of either 
our in-office power teeth whitening ($300, 
regularly $600) or our take-home teeth-whitening 
kit ($175, regularly $350). 


$19 Smile Makeover Consult* 

(Save $61) Dental implants, bonding, veneers, 


your best options for creating the smile of your 
dreams? You’ll find out all you need to know in 
this specially priced consult that includes digital 



/ Sd 


398 5TH AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY 11215 ■ 


OF NEW YORK 

Let us pamper both you and your smile 

BETWEEN 6TH & 7TH STREETS 


CREDIT CARDS HONORED • FINANCING AVAILABLE 


Room Heaters 



Swiss Army 
Knives . j x - 


Rechargeable 

Drills/Screwdrivers 








JJ5 %UJ&J/ct£iUl We Appreciate Your Business! Featuring Home Delivery 

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn m 
0pen 7 Days A Week # (718) 2430844 

Subway: A, C, F, M, N, R, 2, 3, 4, 5 • mSH " 
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Here's the deal 


By Barry Petchesky 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

One afternoon in Williamsburg re- 
cently, Gretchen Shukdinas walked 
over to a “No parking” signpost at 
Metropolitan Avenue and Roebling 
Street and did something amazing: 
she sat down on it. 

Ten sky-blue seats, like the one that 
eased Shukdinas’s burden, have been 
affixed to traffic poles in the neighbor- 
hood since the middle of September 
and have become objects of affection, 
utility and curiosity. 

‘T just assumed the city put them in,” 
Shukdinas said, assuming wrong. “But 
I don’t care. I’m waiting for my 


boyfriend and with these heels, it’s 
great to have a place to rest.” 

Don’t thank city bureaucrats. The 
wooden platforms, bolted through the 
holes on the metal signposts, are the 
work of artist Caroline Woolard. 

Entitled “Have A Seat,” the multi- 
site installation is her attempt to make 
the sidewalk a destination and not just 
a conduit from one place to another. 

“It’s an invitation in some ways,” 
said the 22-year-old Woolard. “Of 
course I hope people sit, but they’re 
free to not do so, of course.” 

Woolard says she’s seen it all, from 
an entire family using a platform as a 
picnic table to late-night bar-goers us- 


with Billyburg benches 


ing one as a trampoline. 

“I can’t believe the city allows some- 
thing this neat,” said Marcia McAtee of 
Greenpoint as she attempted to balance 
en pointe atop a seat. “Usually, they’re 
no fun at all.” 

So far, the city appears not to have 
taken notice. 

Lt. Steve Mona, commander of the 
Citywide Vandals Task Force, said he’d 
gladly summons Woolard if she’s 
caught in the act. 

“I am not an art critic, I am a cop,” 
Mona said. ‘Tf you deface someone else’s 
property, you are a criminal, not an artist, 
and you are going to get arrested.” 

But, off the record, one of Mona’s 


colleagues took a lighter view. 

“If no one complains, we’re proba- 
bly not going to take action,” the other 
cop said. 

Woolard says her “project” explores 
the relationships between art and func- 
tionality and between people and pub- 
lic space. They’ve also become mag- 
nets for grafitti — which Woolard 
doesn’t mind. 

“I used the city as my canvas,” she 
said. “The [grafitti writers are] just do- 
ing the same thing.” 

While Woolard’s installation may have 
lofty ambitions and academic credibility, 
passersby generally see a comfortably 
seat where there was none before. 


Recently, Woolard observed a man 
resting on one of her seats outside his 
restaurant and asked to take his picture. 
He couldn’t quite understand why she 
thought this was picture-worthy; he 
was just sitting down. 

“That’s what I like to hear,” she said. 
“They’re part of the cityscape for him.” 
The seats are unobtrusive; they are 
sized for one person, and take up less 
space than bicycles. Woolard is still 
hesitant to publicize her work, “al- 
though, if they arrest me, maybe it 
would start a debate on public seating.” 
‘1 don’t think she has to worry,” said 
police officer Rodney Larges. “I just 
used it to tie my shoe.” 



Williamsburg resident Fred Chao tries out one of the 
benches attached to a "No Parking" sign pole. 
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12 full color months featuring Nogard the 
tiny dragon and Jackpot the kitten. 


Order on line at www.cafepress.com/alanfbeck 


Enjoy the View! 

STOKKE XPLORY 


Urban Stroller £ X 


mmmm s 


■ PERSEVERANCE 

tmi TURNS DREAMS 

INTO REALITY 


L 


The Haven For Stuttering 

offers treatment for stutterers of all ages 
utilizing proven methods for maximum satisfaction 

WE SPECIALIZE IN: WE PROVIDE: 

Customized Goals & Treatment Plans ■ Free Support Groups 

■ Bnbradng Cognitive & Behavioral Factors ■ Refresher Sessions 

■ Family Counseling ■ Educational Resources 


TAKE YOUR FIRST STEP. HELPING MAKE DREAMS COME TRUE! 

THE HAVEN FOR STUTTERING 
2723 AVENUE R • BROOKLYN NEW YORK -11229 

718!3T5.5 a 444 


FAMILY 

CLASSIFIEDS 


Entertainment II Instruction 


(M<§® titt's 

Magician & Comical Nerd 

Birthday parties and special 
occasions — Adults & Kids. Comedy, 
Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 
Games, M.C., Comic Roastings. 
"University Professor of Speech & Communications" 
718 - 434-9697 
917 - 318-9092 



917.549.1272 


Instruction 


DRUM LESSONS 

All Styles, Levels, & Ages (6+) 



SLOPE MUSIC 





718 - 768 - 3804 A3(M)7 



SAT Test Prep/Tutoring 

Princeton Grad - 1500 SAT 10+ 
yrs exp teaching SAT and writing 
skills. Tutoring or small group 

slope or your home. Ed Antoine 
(718)501-5111. * 30.08 


Reuniting with my 
Old Mom Friend 


SMART IFtTH 
mom fcji 

By Louise Crawford 


O NE DAY WH ITE 
lunching on a turkey 
sub at the Subway on 
Seventh Avenue, Smartmom 
ran into a mom she knew back 
when Teen Spirit was in ele- 
mentary school. 

“I haven’t seen you in ages,” 
Smartmom’s Mom Friend ex- 
claimed as she put her sand- 
wich down ready to launch into 
“The School Dialogue.” 

Where’s he in high school? 
How does he get there? Does 
he like it? 

The questions came fast and 
furious. The curiosity was sin- 
cere and unstoppable: an enthu- 
siastic conversation among 
friends who’d lost touch. 

Beacon. Bay Ridge Prep. F 
train to the A to Columbus Cir- 
cle. The R train to Bay Ridge. 
He likes it. Yeah. 

The neighborhood teenagers 
are strewn about hither and yon. 
Some go to schools nearby like 
Murrow, Midwood, or Brook- 
lyn Tech. Others journey to 
schools in boroughs far away 
like Stuyvesant, Bronx Science, 
LaGuardia and Nest. 

While many of the teens 
have managed to stay in touch 
with the friends they made in 
middle and elementary school, 
their moms have, in many cas- 
es, lost the connection. 

Back in the day, they’d chat 
during Choice Time, in the 
school’s backyard while wait- 
ing to pick up their boys, during 
Parents as Reading Partners one 
Friday morning a month, at the 
Holiday Craft Fair. 

Standing in line at Conn- 
MuffCo, they’d compare home- 
work loads, middle school ap- 
plications, and learning styles. 

It’s almost as if those friend- 
ships were site-specific. They 
thrived because they shared an 
intense situation during an in- 
tense time. When that experi- 
ence ended, so did the friend- 
ship. No effort was made to 
stay in touch because they nev- 
er had. They didn’t even know 
each other’s phone numbers. 

At Teen Spirit’s graduation 


in the sweltering hot auditorium 
at John Jay, Smartmom shed 
tears when the class sang 
“525,600 Minutes,” the song 
from “Rent.” She cried for this 
milestone in her son’s life, but 
also for the friends she’d made 
that she knew wouldn’t survive 
a change of venue. 

D uring middle 

school, Smartmom 
rarely stepped inside 
Teen Spirit’s Fifth Avenue pub- 
lic school. Sure, she went to 
parent-teacher conferences, cur- 
riculum night, school plays and 
concerts. But that was it. 

Since he walked to school 
and came home by himself 
there were no drop-off or pick- 
up friendships. There were few 
opportunities to gather in the 
kid’s classroom, little time to 
form even temporary friend- 

Now that Teen Spirit is in 
high school, Smartmom rarely 
steps foot inside his Bay Ridge 
private school. And Teen Spirit 
wants to keep it that way. She 
doesn’t know the names of 
more than a few of the kids in 
his grade. They don’t even take 
a class picture anymore. 

Buddha knows, Teen Spirit 
guards the identity of his high 
school friends like a chef’s se- 
cret ingredients. And she 
wouldn’t know their parents 
from Adam. 

This worries Smartmom. 
What kind of kids is Teen Spirit 
bonding with? For that matter, 
what are their parents like? 

At Subway, the old mom 
friends reminisced about the 
third-grade teacher with the 
well-deserved reputation for 
running a tight ship. 

“Remember how she drilled 
them in me multiplication ta- 


bles?” she said. 

Really old school. 
But a very good 
teacher she was. 

And who can for- 
get the fourth-grade 
sleep-away trip to the 
Pocono’s? 

“That was the first 
time my son ever slept away 
from home,” the Mom Friend 
remembered. 

“It was so quiet when Teen 
Spirit was away. OSFO really 
missed him,” Smartmom 
added. 

For the first time in 20 min- 
utes, there was a lull in the con- 
versation. 

“Can you believe they’re go- 
ing to college in less than three 

The thought took Smart- 
mom’s breath away. Literally. 
She felt her anxiety rise. Not 
because of college essays, 
SATs, and college trips — but 
because she can’t imagine life 
without Teen Spirit on a day-to- 
day basis. 

Silently, the two moms 
shared the idea that their little 
boys were turning into men 
who would one day embark on 
college and the life beyond. 

“I can’t wait to turn his room 
into a workout space,” the 
Mom Friend joked. 

“Teen Spirit’s room will 
make a terrific office. I’m 
counting the days.” Smartmom 
chimed in. 

T HEY DIDN’T MEAN it. 
Not a word. Those 
rooms would be like 
shrines, awaiting the time their 
boys needed to come home. 
The jokes were a way to deny 
the fear and confusion. How 
had their children gotten so 
old? 

For that matter, how had 
they? 

Join Smartmom on Thursday, 
Dec. 14, for her series, Brooklyn 
Reading Works, at the Old 
Stone House (Fifth Avenue be- 
tween Third and Fifth streets) at 
8 pm. For information go to 
brooklynreadingworks. com. 


LEGAL NOTICE 


NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF 
HILL-BURTON CHARITY CARE SERVICES 


Lutheran Medical Center, 150 55th Street, Brooklyn, NY will 
make available from January 1, 2007 to December 31, 2007, 
uncompensated services to all eligible persons unable to pay who 
request those services. All hospital services of the medical center 
will be available on a first request basis to eligible persons until the 
medical centers annual compliance level is met. Eligibility for free 
care will be limited to persons whose family income is not more 
than double the current poverty income guidelines established by 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. We invite 
interested parties to comment on this allocation plan. This Notice 
is published in accordance with 42 CFR 124.504, Notice of 
Availability and Uncompensated Services and will be effective 
January 1, 2007. 



Lutheran 
Medical Center 
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www.storahtelling.org 

261 West 35th Street 
Suite 404 
New York, NY 10001 
1.888. Storah.l 






PRE-K . UPK . KGN . GRADES 1-8 


Thursday, December 

10:00 AM - 12:00 NOON 




Come for the tour! 

Meet our new Principal 

See our wonderful Judaic and 

General Studies Programs in action 



East Midwood Hebrew Day School 
1256 East 21st Street 
Between Avenues K8,L 
Brooklyn, New York 11210 
718-253-1555 



RABBI HARRY HALPERN EDUCATIONAL CENTER 


Visit us on the web@www.emhds.org 


y 



sd “> oi > 


Inc. 


A fully licensed and certified preschool 

□ 2-4 year old programs 
Q Licensed teachers 

□ Optimal educational equipment a Spacious Classrooms 


□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 


O Exclusive outdoor facilities 
□ Indoor Gym facilities 


□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 


Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street [bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 
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Their appointed rounds 

Members of Develop Don't Destroy Brooklyn delivered 
3,600 letters to Gov. Pataki, Assembly Speaker Sheldon 
Silver and Senate leader Joe Bruno on Tuesday, urging 
them to reject the Atlantic Yards project. 


According to a state report, Miss Brooklyn's stoop will be too windy for some of the 
leisure activities shown in Frank Gehry's rendering. 


Ratner stoop really blows 


State: Gusts will sweep through Gehry's sitting area 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Architect Frank Gehry has 
said the “front stoop” at the 
foot of his “Miss Brooklyn” 
tower will be a great place to 
hang out and read the paper or 
eat a sandwich at an outdoor 
bistro table. 

Better bring a paperweight. 

State officials revealed this 
week that the large outdoor 
flight of stairs — central feature 
of Bruce Ratner’s mega-devel- 
opment — will be too windy for 
sitting or dining 61 percent of 
the time. 

The state wind impact report 
shows that gusts would frequently 
exceed seven miles per hour — the 


threshold for comfortable “leisure 
sitting” or “dining,” as the report 
defines it — thanks to new wind 
patterns resulting from Ratner’s 
$4.2-billion, 16-tower arena, hotel, 
residential and office complex. 

The front stoop, the report said, 
is only suitable for standing and 
walking — despite Gehry’s ren- 
derings that show people sitting 
and dining at outdoor cafe tables 
at the intersection of Atlantic and 
Flatbush avenues. 

“[The stoop area has] the 
highest predicted wind speeds 
as a result of the canyon effect 
caused by the buildings on ei- 
ther side,” the report said. 

Overall, the report, first ob- 


tained by blogger Norman Oder, 
found few other wind concerns. 

It did reveal, however, that 
wind speeds at the Brooklyn 
Bears Community Garden — 
which is across the street from 
where the 620-foot “Miss 
Brooklyn” tower is slated to be 
built — would “increase by ap- 
proximately 14 percent.” 

“This increase is not consid- 
ered significant,” the report said, 
though the garden would not be 
suitable for sitting, walking and 
general gardening activities 14 
percent of the time. 

An ESDC spokeswoman said 
stoop winds would be “accept- 
able” for sitting and standing. 


Health, Mind & Body 


DENTISTS 



Jack Irwin, dds. 

414 Seventh Avenue 

(bet. 13th & 14th Sts.) 

718/768-8372 

www.jackirwindds.com 

Evening Hours Mon-Fri 
Most Insurance & Union Plans 
accepted as full or partial payment. 

Aetna, CIGNA, Unicare, Guardian, Healthplex, 
Mgmt. Bits. Fund, United Concordia, Ameritas. 


TOOTH 

PAIN... 

. . . may be a debilitating and 
life-disrupting entity. My name is 
Dr. Jeff C. Strachan, practicing 
clinical dentistry for more than 
twenty years. I can relieve your 
affliction quicky, and in most 
cases, the same day. 


Jeff C. Strachan, dds (718) 783-0504 

1 89 Montague St., Suite #800A, Brooklyn Heights 

www.strachandds.com 

Hours: Mon, Tues, Wed and fri: 8am to 6pm; Saturday: By appointment only 



All phases of 

General & 
Cosmetic 
Dentistry 

Root Canal • Extractions 
Periodontal Work • Crowns 
Bridges • Porcelain Veneers 
Bleaching • Dentures • Laminates 

Advanced sterilization 
and infection control. 


f Quality Dentistry ] 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DDS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 

New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) insurance 

(718)622-8020 


DENTISTS 


COURTEOUS AND 
COMPREHENSIVE 
DENTAL CARE 

Provided at our new spacious , 
modern and friendly office 

Providing Excellence in All Phases of Dentistry 

COSMETIC DENTISTRY : Porcelain Laminates, Tooth Color Fillings, 
Metal Free Crowns. Porcelain Inlays. < Inlays, Tooth Whitening 
IMPLANT DENTISTRY : Surgical Placement and Restoration 
PERIODONTICS : Non-Surgical and Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease 
ROOT CANAL THERAPY : Using State of the Art Rotary Instrumentation 
COMPUTERIZED DENTAL X-RAYS 
CROWNS. BRIDGES. PARTIAL & FULL DENTURES 

Emergency Patients are seen on the same day! 

EUGENE D. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 
LAMUEL A. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 

189 Montague Street, Suite 800B - 8th Floor 
Brooklyn Heights • Telephone: (718) 857-6639 
Office Hours by Appointment 



Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
mm and insurance plans accommodated 


A-Z Dental, PC 


Family 
Dentistry 

Gentle, Painless Touch 


• FREE Examination and Consultation 
with any dental work 

• Insurance and Medicaid plans accepted 

• Ultimate 4-step sterilization 

• Comprehensive Care, including 
teeth whitening, bad breath, etc. 

— — — — — — — — — — — — — n 

EXAMINATION, NECESSARY ! 
X-RAYS AND TEETH CLEANING , 

with this ad I 




332 9th St. (718) 832-1222 

(Bet. 5th-6th Aves.) www.azdental.com 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 


WEIGHT LOSS 


LOSE WEIGHT NOW 

LOSE UP TO 
30 LBS IN 30 DAYS 

FREE DIET SAMPLES 

888-217-2178 www.nlrherbal2.com 


lincl, and Body 


DERMATOLOGY 



FAMILY MEDICINE 


■TRAVEL IMMUNIZATIONS! 


Start the 
process months before 
leaving to get your shots 

• Yellow fever 

• Typhoid 

• Hepatitis 


• Malaria prevention 

- Brooklyn Heights Family Practice - 

1 85 Montague Street, 3rd Floor 

Hours: Mon-Sat • (718) 624-6185 



BIG SIGNS... 

Continued from page 1 

“They have exempted themselves from the law [so] there will 
be no real way to ensure that they will not max out the [lights],” 
he said. 

Roberta Lane of the National Tmst echoed Fry’s sentiment. 

“Brooklyn’s brownstones are a national treasure and preserv- 
ing them should be a national concern,” she said. 

Neither Ratner nor the Empire State Development Corporation 
would return calls for comment on the preservation groups’ 
charges. 

But the state’s final environmental impact statement claims 
that the “signage scheme” will focus “lighting and signage at the 
intersection of Flatbush and Atlantic Avenues and away from res- 
idential neighborhoods.” 

The lighting “is not a significant adverse impact,” the report 
concluded. 

Fry was unconvinced. 

“A ‘Blade Runner’ dystopia is emerging . . . where every blank 
wall is covered with light-emitting diodes and the public has no 
choice,” he said. “The project demonstrates a total disregard for 
the wishes of the people of Brooklyn and for the fundamental 
character of the community.” 


MILLMAN... 

Continued from page 1 

her group receives is monitored closely. 

“We’re accountable,” she said. “We have to submit bills. That 
money is strictly used for what it was given for.” 

• Sandi Franklin of the Brooklyn Center for the Urban Envi- 
ronment donated $200 to a Millman campaign. Her group got a 
$1,500 grant this year. 

• Christina Curran of the Fifth Avenue Committee has given 
Millman $620. This year, her group got a $2,000 grant. 

• South Brooklyn Local Development Corporation director Betty 
Stoltz gave $100 to Millman campaigns. This year, her group got 
$2,000. 

• Pauline Blake and Lydia Denworth of the Park Slope Civic 
Council each gave Millman $225. In total, the group got $3,500. 

“Joan was giving to the Civic Council before I came on the 
scene,” said Denworth. “If there’s any connection, it’s this: Joan 
is such a great supporter of these groups that people like me do- 
nate to her campaigns because we want to keep her in office so 
she can keep doing such a good job.” 

• Linda Blyer of Family First’s parenting workshop, has donat- 
ed $130 to various Millman campaigns. This year, her group got 
a $3,000 grant. 

• Brooklyn Arts Council President Ella Weiss and her husband 
Michael have given $900 to Millman in various campaigns. This 
year, the arts council got a $6,000 grant. 

Millman said “there is some crossover” between her donor list 
and the recipients of her grants, but said that such donations rep- 
resent a fraction of her overall grant allocations. 

“One doesn’t have anything to do with the other,” she told The 
Brooklyn Papers. “These are all worthwhile organizations. I wish 
I could give more.” 

Golden also sent a $2,500 grant to underwrite some renova- 
tions at the St. Nicholas Home. The center’s director, Aida Nico- 
lau, gave Golden $150 three years ago. 

Golden was unapologetic. 

“Senator Golden supports the efforts of HeartShare Human 
Services, the St. Nicholas Home . . . and organizations [that] are 
focused and driven on positively impacting the quality of life of 
our community,” said his spokesman John Quaglione. 

Guarinello also gave $150 to retiring Assemblywoman Adele 
Cohen (D-Coney Island) in 2004. This year, she sent $2,000 to 
the Fort Hamilton Citizen’s Action Committee, which he heads. 

And Regina Berenchtein, who runs the New Way Circus Cen- 
ter, gave Cohen $1,050 in campaign donations. This year, Cohen 
group got a $5,000 grant from Cohen. 

Cohen said the “member item” system was “disgusting.” 

“We should not be spending people’s hard-earned money on 
projects chosen by individual members,” she said. “These things 
are seniority-driven. If I had been there 10 more years, I might 
have had more money, but I was not part of the in-crowd.” 

She added that the amount of contributions she got was minor. 

“No one is going to buy me for $200 a year,” she said. 


SCANDAL... 

Continued from page 1 
fended by the cover. 

“It’s not a controversial image,” she said. “I’m a Roman- 
Catholic parochial school girl, and I find it playful and tongue-in- 
cheek. You have to remember, though, that some people are of- 
fended by any secular image of Christmas. To them, Christmas is 
just Christ in the manger. Even Santa is offensive.” 

At this point in the story, I felt it was time for Abbate to tell me 
what she loved about my book. 

“It was so witty and wry, which is why the cover couldn’t be 
too sweet or saccharine,” she said. “Your tongue-in-cheek ap- 
proach really sold this book for me.” 

I appreciated Abbate’s kind words, although she admitted she 
was “doped up” on Teraflu, a medication whose side effects do 
include “dizziness,” “sleeplessness” and “overpraising the work 
of Gersh Kuntzman.” 

Abbate, of course, got her copy of the book for free. The rest 
of you can support for free speech by buying my book today. It 
really is a great Chrismukkah stocking-stuffer — if that doesn’t 
offend you. 



















Inside the orbit of Sheity Silver 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

After the Empire State Development Corporation 
approves Atlantic Yards — as it is expected to do 
imminently — the project will be weighed by the 
state’s Public Authorities Control Board, whose 


membership is limited to New York’s three most- 
powerful men: Gov. Pataki, Senate Majority Leader 
Joe Bruno (R-Rensselaer) and Assembly Speaker 
Sheldon Silver (D-Manhattan). 

All three have said they support the project — but 
Silver has used his board vote to block several key 


Pataki initiatives, including the West Side stadium and 
the Moynihan station project. 

That, plus the fact that he recently slammed ESDC 
Chairman Charles Gargano as corrupt, makes many 
believe that he will stick it to Pataki again. No wonder 
so many people are in the Speaker’s orbit right now. 



Assemblymembers Jim Brennan 

(D-Park Slope), Joan Millman (D- 
Carroll Gardens) and Annette 
Robinson (D-Crown Heights) 
WANT: Downsize Atlantic Yards 
APPROACH: Sent letter to PACB 
"The Environmental Impact Statement 
acknowledges an additional 20,000 ve- 
hicle trips a day ... We cannot support 
Atlantic Yards unless it is substantially 
downsized." 


Mike Lupica, Daily News columnist 
WANTS: Silver must vote no 
APPROACH: A moral appeal 
"Ratner has tried to make himself out 
to be some kind of sports philanthro- 
| pist as he tries to pull off one of the 
-£ great broad-daylight real estate grabs 
ci in the history of Brooklyn," Lupica 
4 wrote in his column on Sunday. "This 

0 [is] about turning a whole section of 
| Brooklyn into Forest City Ratner's vi- 
i£ sion of a Brooklyn Times Square. 
J 1 Shelly Silver can stop him and should 
| stop him." 

1 


Assemblyman-elect 
Hakeem Jeffries 

(D-Prospect Heights) 
WANTS: Delay the vote 
APPROACH: Unclear 
"I told the speaker myself that the vote 
should be delayed," Jeffries told The 
Brooklyn Papers. "There are questions 
[such as] the size — it is way too big — 
and financial transparency. We are not in 
a position to vote yes now." 

State Comptroller Alan Hevesi 

WANTS: Delay 

APPROACH: Raised easily ignored 
warning flag 

"New York State is already suffering un- 
der huge amounts of debt, and now ... 
there is a rush to push through billions of 
dollars of projects ... without a proper re- 
view ... When [projects] are rushed 
through in a long list, it is impossible to 
know if they are as good as they can be." 

ESDC Chairman 
Charles Gargano 

WANTS: Approval of Atlantic Yards 


APPROACH: Undiplomatic about it 
"His statements are very naive and unin- 
telligent," Gargano said about Silver's 
opposition to Moynihan station. "His 
lack of knowledge of the project was just 
appalling." 

Developer Bruce Ratner 

WANTS: Atlantic Yards to be approved 
APPROACH: Behind-the-scenes 
Forest City Ratner would not return a call 
for comment, but the company is lobby- 
ing members of the PACB, sources said. 

Gov. Pataki 

WANTS: Approval of Atlantic Yards 

APPROACH: Undiplomatic 
"For Shelly 'Vegas' Silver to lecture any- 
one about ethics is like a bad stand-up 
routine, especially since he's Alan 
Hevesi's biggest apologist, has 
employed a known sex offender, has 
covered up internal investigations and 
has presided over a body that had no 
less than seven of its members indicted, 
convicted, or resign under a cloud of 
disgrace," David Catalfamo, Pataki's 


communications director, told the New 
York Post after Silver slammed Gargano. 

City Councilmembers 
David Yassky and Letitia James 

WANT: Delay 

APPROACH: Sent letter to PACB 
"The project ... will impose devastating 
traffic and parking burdens on the sur- 
rounding neighborhoods." 


Out of orbit 

The Dolans 

WANT: The Nets arena 
to be scrapped 
APPROACH: Not doing 
anything about it 

Jim and Charles Dolan, the father-and- 
son team that runs Madison Square Gar- 
den, have nothing to gain from the con- 
struction of a 19,000-seat basketball 
arena in a neighboring borough. Council- 
woman Letitia James tried to get the 
family involved in this battle, but the 
Dolans remain on the sidelines. 
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State is studying 
BQE shelf repairs 

But work start is still six years away 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A wider highway with new connections to the 
Brooklyn waterfront could replace the deteriorat- 
ing, always-clogged decked section of the Brook- 
lyn-Queens Expressway that runs under the famed 
Brooklyn Heights Promenade. 

The state Department of Transportation has tak- 
en a first step towards fixing the creaky BQE 
stretch between Atlantic Avenue and the Brooklyn 
Bridge, officials said this week. 

That highway is a 58-year-old reinforced con- 
crete structure that carries six lanes of traffic on 

One hundred and twenty-three thousand vehi- 
cles rumble across daily, according to the Federal 
Flighway Administration. 

For more than a decade, residents and local 
officials have complained that the structure is in 
danger of collapse. 

“I don’t know if I would call it creaky,” said 
Irene Janner, a spokeswoman for the Brooklyn 
Heights Association. “But there are lots of com- 
plaints about vibrations. It’s an old thing and it 


needs to be replaced.” 

The highway will get much older before it gets 
its facelift. 

State planners estimate it will take another six 
or seven years of planning before they can begin 
construction, which would also take years. 

During construction, traffic would likely be di- 
verted to Furman Street — which is meant to be a 
main access point to the so-called Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, a condo, hotel and open space devel- 
opment along the waterfront. 

That project’s landscape architect, Michael Van 
Valkenburgh, plans to absorb the highway’s steady 
rumble with several man-made hills between the 
development and the highway. 

At a public meeting about the waterfront proj- 
ect this week, area residents asked the state to do 
more to reduce the highway’s roaring impact. 

“The most important issue is enclosing the 
BQE so the noise can be contained,” said Carolyn 
Konheim, a local traffic consultant. 

‘It’s so disagreeable already when you are on 
the Promenade and it will be even worse in the 


Slope, C'Gardens taxes 
lowest for pricey homes 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Park Slope and Carroll Gar- 
dens are two of the wealthiest 
communities in Brooklyn, yet 
homeowners there have the 
lowest property tax rate in the 
city, according to a report re- 
leased this week by the city’s 
Independent Budget Office. 

But don’t blame the gentri- 
fiers for their disproportionately 
low tax rate — blame state law, 
said George Sweeting, a deputy 
director of the IBO and a Park 
Slope resident. 

In 1981, the state passed new 
property tax laws that capped 
tax increases for homeowners at 
6 percent a year, or 20 percent 
in five years, even if a home’s 
market value skyrockets. 


“So, in a neighborhood like 
Park Slope, where market val- 
ues have grown strongly, taxes 
have not [kept pace],” said 
Sweeting. 

Some Park Slopers reacted to 
the news with sheepishness. 

“Frankly, it doesn’t sound 
fair,” said Lydia Denworth, who 
is the president of the Park 
Slope Civic Council, but was 
speaking as an individual home- 

“I have always thought our 
property taxes seem awfully 
low,” she added. 

“We owned a building in 
Philadelphia, and we paid an 
equal amount of taxes as we do 
here, and this house is worth 
five times as much.” 

But it’s not just wealthy 
neighborhoods like the Slope 


that are getting off easy. 
Brownsville has the second- 
lowest tax rate, followed by 
Bushwick and Bedford-Stuy- 

It’s a trend reflected citywide. 

“While one-, two- and three- 
family homes comprise 41 per- 
cent of the market value of 
property in the city, these homes 
generate 14 percent of the total 
property tax levy; commercial 
property comprises 16 percent 
of market value and generates 
43 percent of the tax levy,” read 
the report. 

Much of that tax burden gets 
passed on to tenants. 

Co-op and condo owners, 
whose properties are taxed at a 
higher rate than private houses, 
also have their tax increases 
capped under the 1981 law. 



fos*ter (faw-ster, fos-ter) 

1. to bring up with care 

2. to help to grow or develop 


Becoming a foster parent may be the most 
rewarding thing you ever do. You don't 
have to be perfect or have a big house - 
you do need to be kind, encouraging and 
loving.There are many children and teens 
in NewYorkCity who need the help that 
only you can provide. 


Please call 31 1 or visit www.nyc.gov/acs 
to find out more. 
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Bill seeks to crack down on counterfeiters 


By Ariella Cohen and 
Claire McTaggart 

The Brooklyn Papers 

David Yassky’s efforts to 
get pirated CDs off the street 
has run into his former rivals 
from his congressional run: 
his Council colleague Charles 
Barron and racial politics. 

The same East New York De- 
mocrat who called Yassky an 
“opportunistic carpetbagger” dur- 
ing the controversial race that pit- 
ted Yassky against three black 
candidates is now accusing the 
Brooklyn Heights lawmaker of 
pushing an anti-piracy bill to 
“protect a sinfully wealthy indus- 
try rather than the people of New 
York.” 

Yassky’s bill targets vendors 
of illegally copied movies and 
music recordings — the most 
visible players in the city’s $23- 
billion-a-year trade in counter- 
feit goods. 

The legislation would raise 
fines on such vendors and, in 

felony status. It would also em- 
power the Department of Con- 
sumer Affairs to bust rogue 
dealers, giving them the search- 
and-seize power that now only 
cops hold. 

The fines will range from 
$500 to $5,000, which is a lot 
to someone selling Rolexes for 
$2 a pop. 

And that’s what put it on 
Barron’s racial radar screen. At 
a hearing last week, the former 
Black Panther was the first to 
speak against the legislation. 

"We need to look at creating 
jobs in our communities, not 



We hit the vendor-clogged streets of Downtown 
Brooklyn to see what shoppers and sellers thought about 
a bill being pushed by City Councilman David Yassky's 
that would crack down on vendors of counterfeit goods: 

— Claire McTaggart 


Jameson Edwards, shopper 

"/ don't support the bill. This is 
a core element of New York; 
hurting street vendors would 
change the nature of the 
street environment. " 


Martha Velez, shopper 

"I think the bill is good be- 
cause the law is the law, and if 
they are selling knock-offs they 
should be fined . " 


Gladys Roldan, shopper 

"/ love street vendors because 
it's easier, there is never a line, 
and you get everything at half- 


Caroline Phillips, shopper 

"/ love the venders because 
it’s useful for people who want 
to buy nice things, but can't 
afford the real thing. " 


putting more police on the 
streets to protect a wealthy, 
wealthy industry,” Barron said, 
arguing that the bill unfairly tar- 
geted people of color. 

“[Yassky] is clueless to what 
the real needs are in the parts of 
the city where unemployment 
and poverty are rampant,” he 
added after the hearing. 

“He doesn’t mingle. He 
doesn’t feel our pain. He isn’t 
in touch with what people do to 
survive.” 

Yassky disagreed, defending 
his bill as necessary to keep 
film industry jobs in New York 
and defeat an underground 
economy of illegal goods that 
cost the city $2.6-billion in tax 
revenue in 2003, according to 
the comptroller’s office. 

“The sale of counterfeit 
goods is not a victimless 
crime,” he said, pushing his 
bill, which is backed by the 
Motion Picture Association of 
America and other entertain- 
ment industry giants. 

“Workers, from retail indus- 
try employees to laborers on 
movie sets, have lower wages 
and fewer benefits because of 
these knock-off peddlers.” 

But other members of the 
Council echoed Barron, criticiz- 
ing Yassky for targeting ven- 

“I am still weighing the is- 
sue,” said Councilwoman Leti- 
tia James (D-Prospect Heights), 
who is black. 

“Obviously, counterfeiting is 
a problem that must be solved. 
I am not sure if increasing crim- 
inal penalties will do that.” 


Christmas at Plymouth 


Congregational 

Rev. David C. Fisher, Senior Minister 
Bruce Oelschlager, Minister of Music 

This Sunday, Dec. 10, I 1:00 a.m. 

Worship Service and Christmas Pageant 

featuring the children and youth of Plymouth 
retelling the story of the Nativity. 

Sun., Dec. 1 7, 6:00 p.m. 

Christmas Carol Service 

with traditional carols and congregational singing. 
Harp prelude begins at 5:30. 

Sun., Dec. 24, 6:00 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

of lessons and carols. Harp prelude begins at 5:30. 


Plymouth 
Church of . 
Pilgrims"* 


Orange Street, between Hicks and Henry, 
Brooklyn Heights • 718-624-4743 


www.plymouthchurch.org 


FREE HOME 
MODIFICATIONS 

Free home modifications available to frail seniors 
and individuals with disabilities living in Brooklyn 
Community Boards 2, 3, 4, 8 & 16. 

To qualify, applicants must have household incomes of 
no more than $19,146 annually. 

Modifications will enable individuals to perform every- 
day tasks more independently and allow greater access 
to and within the home — e.g. installation of grab bars, 
walk-in shower, ramps, and widening doorways. 

For an application call 

Services for the UnderServed 

at 718.403.9846, ext. 248 



"We cannot direct the wind, 

but we can adjust the sails." 

^ -Bertha Calloway 


Chanie Schwartz 

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ 


J CERTI 

siyrr, 


Financial *4 Insurance Assessment / Retirement Planning 

Dlannirm /College Funding / Budgeting • Gifting 

rianmng /Asset Allocation /Estate Planning 

Services /Cashflow Analysis / Wealth Accumulation 

295 Madison Avenue, NYC Call 212-661-5190 

avestedinterest@verizon.net free CONSULTATION! 




Certified Financial Planner' 


This is Maria Ortiz. She used to pay from $20 to $40 on prescription drugs but now pays from $1 to $ 5 - 
That’s money she can set aside for traveling or fixing up her house. But Maria isn’t the only one who knows 
what it’s like to struggle to pay for prescription drugs. There are millions of Americans like her who could 
benefit significantly from signing up for Medicare’s new prescription drug coverage, and they don’t even 
realize it — especially those who are over 65 with a limited income. You could also be eligible for extra help 
paying for prescription drugs or medications. Visit these sites on the scheduled dates and times for enrollment 
assistance from November 15 through December 31 (unless otherwise noted). 


Manhattan 

Isabella Senior Resource Center 
in partnership with the 
Hispanic Federation 

4026 Broadway (near 169th St.) 
New York, NY 

Tuesday, 10:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
Thursday, 9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
until December 15 


RAIN East Tremont 
Senior Center 

2405 E. Tremont Ave. 
Bronx, NY 
Monday — Friday 
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 


Queens 

Institute for Puerto Rican/ 
Hispanic Elderly 
Elmhurst/Jackson Heights 
Senior Center 
75-01 Broadway, 3rd FI. 
Elmhurst, NY 
Tuesday — Thursday 
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 


Brooklyn 

Raices Times Plaza 
Senior Center 

460 Atlantic Ave . 

Brooklyn, NY 
Monday — Friday 
8:00 a.m. -4:00 p.m. 



For additional enrollment assistance sites near you, call I-866-HF-AYUDA/1-866-432-9832. 


/1/lRP New York 


The power to make it better.’" 


Take the time to find out if you can save before enrollment ends December 31. 
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Rubbish Removal 


FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


Serving All 
of NYC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

718 349-7555 


Cee Dee 

PROFESSIONAL 

CONTRACTORS 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call.- 718 - 893-4006 



Tree Service 


+ JC TREE SERVICE * 

Serving all the 5 Boroughs 

FREE estimates All Phase of Tree Work 

• Tree Removal * Free Load 

senior • Stump Of Wood SE HABLA 

discount Grinding Chips espanol 

• Pruning 


COMMERICAL • RESIDENTIAL 


Same Day Service* 
lr. Emergency Service 


as. 718 896 2158 I 


Rubbish Removal 


J eagle 

iF Rubbish Removal Inc. 

www.EagleRubbishRemoval.com 

(718) 871-0997 

Residential • Commercial 


Professional Clean Up Crew Available 
Clean-Outs nf All Kinds - Yards 



P"- Lie# 1886 & Insured 



All Size Containers 
Serving the Community 
[ember Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
Prompt & Professional -2410-7 days 

(866) MR-RUBBISH 

6 7 - 7 8 2 2 4 
CELL 917-416-8322 
Lie: BIC-1180 Fully Insured 
l«th year with The Brooklyn Papers 


a 'Liv 

• Kit 
, \ Ne 

1 \ 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718-263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Bore 


Windows 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 

Custom Window Installation 
Licensed & Insured • Reasonable Rates 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


IWBUBffra 

r — — — — — — — — — — — — -i 

j *** 20% OFF Fall Specials *** ■ 

| Bi-fold SHUTTERS - Now $75. | 

BALUSTERS - Now $17 

j FREE PICK UP AND DELIVERY IN j 
J BROWNSTONE BROOKLYN! J 

| PARK SLOPE PAINT STRIPPERS j 
j CALL (718) 783-4112 j 


LEGAL NOTICES 



We Know Brooklyn Best 


All Points Real Estate 


thing property owners 
with prospective tenants and buyers 
Specializing in Brooklyn's Brownstone Neighborhoods. 

• Brooklyn Heights .Carroll Gardens ‘Park Slope 

• Boreum Hill ‘Prospect Heights ‘Fort Greene 

•Cobble Hill ‘Clinton Hill ‘Bed-Stuy 

•East Williamsburg/Bushwick. 

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 

(718) 858-6100 


Brown Harris Stevens 



We are pleased to announce that 

Eileen Richter, 

Associate Broker 
has been named a 

Vice President 

specializing in the sale of luxury 
cooperatives, condominiums, 
townhouses and lofts. 


718.399.4109 

erichter@bhsusa . cc 


LOCKING TO BUY? OR YOU JUST 
WANT TO RENT - GIVE US A CALL! 








rcented by plenty of light that refleas off the beautiful- 

g in other Brooklyn Neighborhoods: 

• BAY RIDGE • BENSONHURST • DITMAS PARK • PROSPECT/LEFFERTS GARDENS • CROWN HEIGHTS 


Manhattan Queens Bronx Westchester 

MaxxRealty.com MAX- 


1 - 888 - 751-8500 


COMMERCIAL LOFTS 


irtLtfidudng ji Irfcah ^ 
nnnnnnr in owning yviui 

hljciniapf -tpp-cfl 

l — i. - 1 J-i i ■ *■”■ r-ir n-i i 


CO-OPS & CONDOS 


ID 


1 I " ::Y 


Bed Stuy 

•n | r 

•I |Wt Saga 

ii r i ' 

11 IL 

□ N ' D E K A L B 

New, Beautiful Sunfilled condos. Immediate 
Occupancy! Stainless steel appliances and marble 
countertops. Luxury whirlpool baths. Common roof 
terrace. 742-882 sq.ft. $340K - $395K. 

CALL 718-210-2109 
CORCORAN GROUP MARKETING 

Offering by Prospectus only. File #CD04-0216 
Equal Opportunity Housing 


Apartments, Sublets 
& Roommates 
BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

www.Sublet.com 

Studios;1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1 -877-FOR-RENT 


For Rent / Staten Island 


Staten Island, NY 

MALL AREA - condo studio luxur 
apartment. $850 includes gas, heat & 
hot water, washer/dryer, pc 
Available 12/15. 

(917) 892-4343 


CO-OPS 
& CONDOS 


Bay Ridge 

Must see. Many 2 BR condos. 1 
block to Shore Road w/parking 
& Ocean views. Call Agent. (91 7) 
575-1776. 


Carroll Gardens 

Tiffany Place - Newly constructed apt. 
1 large BR, 1000 sq ft. 1 bath, Ig living- 
room, 16ft ceilings. Doorman bldg. 
Health club. Huge sun deck. Parking. 
Asking $550K. Call Michael (718) 249- 
3835. Obstfeld & Assoc. Realty. 


HOUSES 
FOR SALE 


Princess Bay 


Colonial 

3-4 


Totally 

iple Stain les 
Granite Kit. Ctrl A/C, Hrdwd Firs, 
Fin. Base't, Walk-up Attic, Lrg 
Yard w/Deck & Pool. FOR SALE 
BY OWNER. 

(347) 675-8184 


Yonkers 

For Sale: 4 family house 
Yonkers, price $650,000. Newly 


3rd floor - 4 BR, 1 bath 
Approved for Section 8. 

(718)855-4874 


Philadelphia, PA 

Attached townhouse for sale 
3BR, 1 bath, garage & basement 

investment opportunity. Cal 

(215) 370-7378 or (215) 370- 
7379 


INSURANCE 


Renter's Insurance 


Melvin M. Hurwitz 

105 Court St. in Dwntn, Bklyn 

718-596-2000 

Real Estate/Insurance/Notary Public 


MORTGAGES 

EG PRESTIGE FUNDING 

As low as 1% (APR 1.85%). 
100% FINANCING AVAILABLE 
No application or appraisal fees 
FREE RATE QUOTE! 

(646) 302-1585 


MERCHANDISE 
AND SERVICES 

To advertise please call (718) 834-9350 


Accountants 

Computers 

Music Instruction 

DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 

• tax planning and preparation 

• accounting, auditing 

P Park Slope Office 9 

71 8-788-391 3^ 41 

COMPUTER SOLUTIONS 

Firewall Protection - Network Installation 

Removal - System and Hardware Upgrades, 
Repair and General Maintenance, On-site 
Service - Se habla espanol. Free estimate. 

(917) 415-6807 
www.praxisinfo.biz 

A30-06/30-42 

SLOPE MUSIC 

Jazz • Classical • Folk • Rock 
Call for free interview 

Bands available 

718-768-3804^ 

Computers 

5 String Banjo 
Lessons 

BLUEGRASS, ROCK AND FOLK 
FUN, SYSTEMATIC, EFFECTIVE TEACHER 
Performing Player - 
with the band CITI GRASS 
Beginners a Specialty 

Call Sandy at (718) 923-5657 

computer -tJ . 

catch 
coidP ' ' 

Call the TECH VET! 

HE MAKES HOUSE CALLS! 
Flat Rate and Hourly Service 
MAC Specialist 

646-932-3744 

Yes, that’s a local call! UFN 

Merchandise Wanted 

jjfl Bob & Judi's Coolectibles 

IP LOOKING TO BUY 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

217 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 



JOBS 


Help Wanted II Help Wanted 


ENGINEERING 

STATIONARY ENGINEER 

Maimonides Medical Center, a 705-bed, world-class academic medical facility, is 
seeking a Stationary Engineer. 

You will operate and maintain steam boilers, fire safety systems and mechanical 
equipment. Requires a HS diploma/equivalent and a minimum of five years of 
experience as a licensed stationary and refrigeration engineer. Current NYC high 
pressure steam and refrigeration machine operator licenses and NYC sprinkler 
and stand pipe certificates of fitness also required. 

Please apply on-line: www.mainomidesmed.org or send your resume with salary 
requirements, via email: resumes@maimonidesmed.org or fax: 718-635-8157. 

(718) 635-8157 

MAIMONIDES MEDICAL CENTER 


Any way you slice it. it’s still a bagel. 

c 

We at Village Care of New York embrace diversity. 


m 

McDonald's 

Now Hiring managers hourly 
and salaried positions avail- 
able - No experience neces- 
sary. Flexible hours perfect 
for moms, students or for a 
second job. Great medical 
benefits (Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield), Paid vacations, IRA 
and stock options available. 
Work with the best - the 
world famous McDonald's 
Family. Immediate openings 
for Brooklyn Queens and 
Long Island. Call Kathy. 

(516) 256-0200 

Truck Driver needed 
for construction 
company CDL Req. 

Early mornings start PT/FT. 
Send Resume 
via fax (71 8) 768-1116 
Or call (718) 768-4777 



brooklyn's 

best 

read 



CADN ET 


Classified AD NETwork 



ATTORNEYS 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 



NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 54 GRAHAM, LLC. Arts, 
of Org. filed with Secy, of State of NY (SSNY) on 
10/16/06. Office location: Kings County. SSNY desig- 
nated as agent of LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail process to: c/o the LLC, 
54 Graham Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11206, principle busi- 
ness address. Purpose: any lawful activity. 


Tax Deductible. Same Day 
or Next Day Pick up. 
RUNNING OR NOT 
Call for info 

CHILDREN'S LITERACY FUND 

800-339-7790 wm3 


DONATE YOUR 
VEHICLE 

And Help 

Disadvantaged Children! 


i CLIPandSAVE i 


ACCIDENTS - Free Consultation 

Personal Attention to your Personal Injury 


• Auto/Bus/Train • Sidewalk/Road Defects 

• Trips & Falls • Building/Stairs /T"\ \ $ 

• Wrongful Death • Truck Accidents f~T“ * JV~. 

>n Accidents ■■■ -(g)-°/ 


Arthur Unterman (718) 643-4000 

26 Court Street, #1806, Brooklyn, NY 


Se habla espanol/Consulta Gratis 7 



Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 


Immigration Attorney 

Deportation & removal defense 
Asylum, family/spousal & 

visas, H-1B petitions 
Se habla espanol 

Andrew Ehrinpreis 
718-522-4348 

548 Court Street, Suite #2 
Bklyn, NY 11231 esi 

EVICTIONS 

•LANDLORD AND TENANT CASES 
•50 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
•REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS 

Goldberg & Lustig, Esqs 

188 Montague Street, 5th Floor 

(718) 858-4250 

| » We fight h arc | f or y 0 u!" 


SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY APPEALS 

FREE OFFICE CONSULTATION 

Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 
OFFICE LOCATED AT 

111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

(718) 210-4738 

PERSONAL INJURY 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 
Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice 

General Negligence 

800-675-8556 

GREGORY S. GENNARELL1, ESQ 





It is advised that you research all companies before responding to any of these ads. Under NO 
drumstance s should you send money in advance or give out your checking acct, license or 
credit card numbers. Long distance rates may apply 






WANTED TO BUY 


MartinAm -1 960s. Top cash paid. SjOMOl Sid, ’ 
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®s9b HOME IMPROVEMENT 


Architects 


• violations removed • 
• BASEMENT & cellar 
legalizations • 

Decks/Industrial/Commercial Design 
29 Years of Quality Service & Experience 

j^ T [718)855-1237 

Zr^RCHIT€CTUR€ 


Bathrooms, Kitchen & Tile 


3 C John 

Costelloe 

Specializing in tile jobs - large and small. 

John Costelloe (718) 768-7610 


Fax# (718) 987-3935 




Installations of 
All Ceramic Tile, 
Marble, etc. 
Custom & 
Commercial 


Free Estimates Chris and Gerry 

7 Days a Week 1718) 987-8856 


Carpentry 


Carpentry Plus 

• Window Installation • Tile Work 

Dependable with references 
Kevin (718) 331-9251 


Wood Specialties 

Install and fix doors, build walls. We 
aslo do painting & plastering. 

Call Maggie (347) 385-4728 
www.warsaw-painting.com 


Carpet Cleaning 


AMERICAN 

CARPET CARE 



Bathroom, Kitchen & Tile 



d Everything for your bath and kitchen 

A OC l\ Offering interest free financing 

Tile Studio 

Kitchen and bath designers on staff 





336 9th Street 

(718) 369-6873 


Open 7 days a week 

Mon thru Fri: 10:00am - 6:30pm 
Sat: 10am - 5pm • Sun 11am - 5 pm 


Cleaning Services 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 

Move Out/Move In Clean-Up 

"Let us maintain your hallways" 

71 8-573-41 65 


Cleaning Services 


M^HurpIni's ifflaibsli 



718-279-3334 




Demolition 


— NAM 

DEMOLITION 

Hassle Free! We Do If All! 

No Permit! No Dumpster! 

No Labor Needed! 

Cleanouts Boiler Removal Backyards Etc 

FREE ESTIMATES!! 

www.NMDemoUtion.com 

(718) 351-6273 


Contractors 


C T~ 

Home Improvement Inc 

rior Roofing Specialist Exti 

Jobs are Owner Supervised - Ro 

We have been -w# 

doing a great job 
for over ten years 


Lie# 1157104 


718-375-8292 


il T < 


OBBINS 

TRUCTION 


★ Licensed ★ Bonded ★ Insured 


• Kitchens 

• Baths 

• Custom Carpentry 


• Painting 

• Sheetrock 

• Wallpaper 

• Roof Raises • Faux Finishes 

• Decks • Moldings 

• Electrical • Plumbing 

★ Equipped With All Trades ★ 


(718) 704-9474 H.I.C # 123326566 





Full Interior Renovations - Basements - Kitchens - Bathrooms 
Marble Tiles - Stone Tiles - Kitchen Cabinets - Granite 
Counter Tops - Oak Floors - Ornamental Molding & Medallion 
- Doors - Custom Closets - Finished work - Decks 

www.jabezhomeimprovement.com Ask ,or 


Joseph Prestia 

General Contracting Heating & Mechanical 


Take care of your Heating concerns 
before you’re left out in the COLD. 
A simple Heating system check up 

NOW can save you thousands of 


( 718 ) 382-7648 • ( 917 ) 796-0063 


Excel Builders 

& Renovators Inc. 


(718) 624 - 5300 

Restoration* Baths • Kitchens 


www.excelbuilds.com 


. Chris Mullins 
’ General Contracting 


71 8-276-8558 A30 -; 


Yahoo Restoration Corp. 

Residential • Commercial 


O: (718) 251-5575 • G (347) 403-4654 


Heron Construction 

Specializing in Carpentry, Drywall, 


Call (718) 450-1851 

X: (718) 277-1963 E: Heron80eaol.com 


Pft-DjgpflM 


® Co-ops ® Lofts ® Brownstones 
Kit’s Baths Painting Plastering & M< 

^,* 75 7 18 408-08 12 E 

www.progressivegcc.coi 


STONEHENGE 

Construction Group 

Our Services Include: 

Painting & Plastering 
Kitchens & Baths 
Tiling & Wood Flooring 
Basements & Closets 

Replacement Windows & More 
Call David Fisher Directly 
Free Estimates • Insured 

Lic.#1200619 

(917) 974-3625 


Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
“No Job Too Big or Too Small” 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & More 

(718) 236-9466 

Lie.# FREE ESTIMATES Insured 
89871 1 Office: 6419 Bay Parkway 


M_L KINDS OF MASONARY WOR^ 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

917-519-4476 
cense 917-674-1673 Insured 


Timeless Construction 
and Restoration, Inc. 

Continuing two generations of fine 
craftsmanship in the downtown 

Specializing in all phases 

OF INTERIOR RENOVATIONS 
Complete Rehabs • Kitchens 
Baths • Finished Basements 
Painting * Plastering 
All Floors and Tile 
Finish Carpentry 
15th yr with The Brooklyn Papers 
License #HICID99974 and Insured 

718-979-0913 


RENOVATION 

DESIGN -PRODUCTS •REMODELING 

Residential Remodeling 

Complete Home Interior 
and kitchen remodeling 
License# 1207599 

718-745-0722 


MELODY 

Contracting NY Inc. 

Exterior & Interior 

Roofing • Masonry 
Concrete • Brick 
Brownstone Specialist 
Extensions 

Licensed dr Insured 

(718) 633-5249 
(917) 302-1397 o 

Pisgah Builders Inc. 

VIOLATIONS REMOVED 

•Kitchen & Baths Renovated • Repairs • 
Carpentry • Sheetrock • Plastering • 

Il'IlSSiffll 

FREE (718) 567-7496 uct 
EST (917)687-5841 


EAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior 8c Exterior 

Roofing • Waterproofing 
Painting • Plastering 
Carpentry • Sheetrock 
Tile • Stucco • Pointing 
Scaffold • Brick & 


718-686-1100 


CMO HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

• Fin. Basements • Kitchens 

• Bathrooms • Framing 

• Sheetrock • Doors 

• Plastering • Decks 

• Retaining Walls • Painting 

• Hardwood Flooring • Pergo 

• Ceramic Tde • Windows 
All Masonary Work; 

Brick Work & Pointing 
Call Chris O'toole for all your 
Home Improvement needs. 

(917) 400-6028 

Licensed & Insured 
Free Estimates 

Interior renovations 
and reconstructions 

Kitchens, Baths, Closets and Offices. 
Painting, drywall, plumbing, floor- 
ing, tiling, carpentry, and more 

The Total Contractor 


Total experience 
Total back-up 


Total Property Services, Inc. 

917-682-0085 

Dorothy 


B®BTEK 

ELECTRICAL CORP. 


www.BobTekElectrical.com 
We Install or Repair Everything Electric 

CALL NOW... He. i. On ft. Way! 1 -888-BO BTEK- 

2 6 2 8 3 5 2 


We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 

• We charge by the job, not by the hour 

• Our trucks are stocked with thousands of parts, 
so 90% of the work is done on the spot. 

of older homes built before 1980 

• Saturday appointments available. 

• Mention thiJad and save $25. 

I Christopher John Call 718-389-9898 
www.ChristJon.com 


Call Nick (718) 331-3210 


FIREWOOD 


For Quick, Personal Service 
and Competitve Rates Call: 
>d (718) 641-8673 


FIREWOOD 

TREE SERVICE 

All Seasoned Hardwood 

(718)954-4105 


Floor Maintenance 


Master Flooring 

Installation Sanding Finishing 
All Kinds of Hardwood Floors 
$2.50/SF 

Lamination Floor $1.25/SF 



D & K 

FLOOR SERVICE 

Parquet & Wood Flooring 
FuII^G 718 J 20 ~H 5 B S 


I Atlantic Ave. (bet. 3rd Sc Kevins) 

(646) 489-5181 

www.gardendig.com 


KBM Contracting 

Bathrooms • Carpentry 
Tiling • Decks • Windows 
Flooring • Roofing • Doors 



_ T ^ FULLY INSURED 

SURE THING 

HANDYMAN SERVICES 

Painting • Carepntry • Masonry • Plastering Restoration 
Paper Hanging • Ceramic Tile Work • Stone Gardening 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE AVAILABLE 
PROFESSIONAL & RELIABLE • ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Robert 718-249-6928 • rcbobtbest@verizon.net 


Handyman 


CALL NED 

Plastering • Roofing • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 

Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 a3oos 


Movers (Licensed) 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 


best quality moving give us a call. 
Experienced & Reliable. 

21 49 E. 72nd St. DOT#321 49 


718-763-1435 A3M5 



Movers (Licensed) 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


Movers (Licensed) 




TOP HAT MOVERS 
718-965-0214 • 718-622-0377 
212-722-3390 


ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE 

SPECIAL LOCAL RATES 


EDS Licensed & Insured 


Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 


Locksmiths 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 



Locks • Alarms • Gates 

I EMERGENCY SERVICE I 
| ANY DAY, ANY TIME | 

wmm<m 

Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Painting 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 


BBSs n 

718-439-7309 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718-834-0470^ 



Painting • Plastering 
Decorative Surfaces • Paper Hanging 
FREE ESTIMATES/FULLY INSURED 
www.jpinteriors.com 

718.522.3534 


Piping 


Jennifer Mechanical* 3 ” 

a Pipins & Heating Company 
Commercial 24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE Residential 
All Plumbing Repairs & Replacement 

Waterlines & Sewer lines Replaced &, Repaired 
Water Heaters & Boiler Installation Repair S. Service 

♦ Clogged Drains <• High Velocity Jetting 
❖ In-Line TV Inspection 

Toll Free: 866 554 3329 Local: 718 769 5400 


Plumbing 


ZAV PLUMBING & HEATING LLC 


Residential (718) 332-8511 Commercial 

•Boiler Installation & Repair • Oil to Gas Conversion • Radiant Heating Design 
• Hot Water Heaters Replaced • Boiler Controls & Trouble Shooting 
• All Types of Heating Systems & Radiators Installed & Repaired 
• Annual Boiler Inspection • Violations Removed • Water Or Gas Leaks Repaired 

Insured (718) 332-8511 LIC #2011 



NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
* m Plumbing H H 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


Project Managers 


SEAMUS 

H E N C H Y 

AND ASSOCIATES 

Professional Project 
Managers 

212.431.7175 

www.sghenchy.com 



Mark's Roofing 

All types of roofing 
15 years experience 

(718) 477-6191 
(917) 498-6591 

Ask for Mark 

Insured & Licensed #1156783 

Roofing 

Residential & Commercial 

Torched or cold applied rubber roof- 
ing membranes, EPDM & hot asphalt 

Riggs Construction 
-I t-I (718) 398-6423 W 
— , (917) 578-1414 ™ 


ROOFING 
D.B.L. Systems 

Rubber, Slate, Shingles 
25 Years Hands on Experience 

Call Russ (646) 236-1147 
(718)312-2387 


Schwamberger 

Contracting 

All Roofing, Rubber, Metal, Skylights. 
Excellent References Available 
License #0831318 

19th year with Brooklyn Papers 

718-646-4540 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

A30-1 

BENSON ROOFING HOME IMPROVEMENT CORP. 

13 yrs guaranteed on all roofs 
















































